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GenTLemen:—In my last two lectures I 
have laid before you what I believe to be 
most valuable practical remarks, on the most 
frequent puerperal diseases which occur in 
private practice. I have to notice, very 
briefly, in this, one or two terrific forms of 
these diseases which, fortunately, occur 
more rarely, which, however, sometimes oc- 
cur epidemically, and thus lead to one of the 
most heart-rending events which a medical 
eee can ever ye and which 
are especially seen in lying-in hospitals. 
They are the following “hing 


SOFTENING OF THE UTERUS. 


I. The History and 
after rigors, and fever, and with pain in the 
hypogastrium, and suppression of the lochia, 
there are symptoms like those of the sinking 
state, softening and destruction of the sub- 
stance of the uterus may be suspected ; the 
countenance becomes pallid, cold, and col- 
lapsed ; the pulse extremely frequent and 
small; there is a hurried state of the respi- 
ration, anxiety, and prostration, and other 
typhoid symptoms. 


II. The Morbid A consists in a 


softened, broken texture of the substance of 
the uterus, with a foetid sanious exudation 
from incisions made into it.! 


INFLAMMATION OF THE LYMPHATICS, 


The General Symptoms in this formidable 
disease are typhoid, and very similar to 
those just detailed. There is usually peri- 
tonitis, and sometimes pleuritis ; but there 
are not the secondary a &e., ob- 
served in phlebitis. 


PHLEBITIS, 


The important distinction in regard to 
uterine as in other forms of phlebitis, is 
between— 

1. The Adhesive and 
2. The Suppurative. 
In the former, the effects are localised. 


of Uterine phlebitis of the adhesive character 


is attended by local pain and tenderness, 
The occurrence of crural phlebitis seems to 
constitute the disease formerly termed the 

. PHLEGMASIA DOLENS,* 

This disease is distinguished by pain in 
the situation of the iliac and inguinal veins, 
with tension and swelling, afterwards pur- 
suing their course down the thigh. The 
femoral vein is sometimes felt like a cord, 
and the swelling is white, tense, elastic, 
painful, and tender. Its treatment consists 
in local bloodletting in the course of the 
inflamed vein,—a strict attention to the diet, 
bowels, &c. 

The latter is a far more formidable and 
fatal disease. It is denoted by the occur- 
rence of terrific typhoid symptoms, and by 
external suppurative inflammation of the 
integuments, or of tlie eye;+ whilst ab- 
scesses form internally in the brain, the 
lobules of the lungs and liver, in the spleen, 
in the joints, in the muscular substance, &c. 
It is usually unattended by peritonitis. 

Besides these, oy peritonitis is some- 
times epidemic, and thus it is far more 
virulent in character and more fatal. The 
general principles of treatment are the same ; 
they must be adopted more energetically, 


* For the elucidation of this subject, the pro- 
fession is deeply indebted to Dr. D. D. Davis and 
to Dr. Robert Lee. 

+ See a Paper published by Mr. Higginbottom 
and m if upon this subject in the Trans. of the 


No. 779. 


Med. Chir. Soc., vol. “Tt 189. 
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however, whilst the indolent or peculiar 
character of the epidemic, in reference to 
the effects of remedies and the organic 
changes, are carefully studied. 


I shall occupy the rest of this lecture by 
requesting your particular attention toa few 
ints, not usually, I think, treated of in 
ectures or Works on practice, although you 
will find them very important. 
First, let me earnestly beg you to study, 
carefully, the circumstances of the 


PUERPERAL STATE IN HEALTH ; 


you will thus have a point of comparison 
to determine what is, and what is not, ma- 
lady, in the milder or more insidious forms 
of — disease. 

emember what has taken place: preg- 
nancy, with the bodily and mental suffer- 
ings and anxieties natural to it in its early 
and later periods, has been followed by 
parturition; that is, pain, fatigue, loss of 
blood, removal of the pressure induced by 
the gravid uterus; sometimes much mental 
anxiety, sometimes long-continued loss of 
rest, injury of structure, &c., &c. A state 
of complicated exhaustion and shock exists 
in every case: in most cases this subsides 
into that of health; but in too many, alas, 
it goes on to malady. What are the early 
signs of safety orof danger? How import- 
aunt, how anxious a question, is this ! 

There is almost always a certain degree 
of febrile movement; perhaps a little chill, 
heat, perspiration, frequency of pulse, deli- 
rium, tenderness in the uterine region, &c. 
But let me warn you, earnestly, always to 
watch, with the utmost anxiety, continued 
Srequency of pulse. Some disease is forming, 
is formed, generally, if the pulse remains at 
one hundred. Chills or rigor, dry heat of 
skin, delirium, tenderness in the hypogas- 
tric region,—these, too, are symptoms to be 
watched, to be carefully watched. 

An early diagnosis is everything. In 
cases of doubt, however, take care that there 
is no source of gastric, of intestinal, or of 
mental irritation ; no exertion, no fatigue ; 
wait and watch most earnestly, If there be 
the fear of hidden inflammation I know not 
what you can do, but most cautiously to 
adopt the plan of bloodletting, which I have 
recommended to you so frequently, so ur- 
gently :—1. It will be safe, the quantity of 
blood taken being neither greater nor less 
than the patient will bear and the disease 
require ; and, 2, It will cast a vivid ray of 
light upon the nature and the degree of the 
disease,—upon the diagnosis, Lastly ; it 
will assist you, and it will succour the pa- 
tient, in cases of great difficulty and danger, 
I have heard of some recent criticisms upon 
this subject; but I have never heard one 
single intellectual observation in opposition 
to my proposal. I will venture to say that 
you will, in your future practice, frequeatly 


remember what I am now stating with in- 
effable satisfaction. 

In the second place, I wish to warn you 
that bloodletting, instituted on the former 
principles, has proved suddenly, unexpect- 
edly fatal. What a commentary on the cri- 
ticisms to which I have adverted ! 

In order that no caution may be wanting 
to guide the young physician in the treat- 
ment of puerperal diseases, and in order 
that the full value of the mode of proceeding 
which has been recommended, and that the 

recautions which are necessary in carrying 
t into effect, may be felt, Ithink it right to 
adduce, in this place, several cases of the 
fatal effects of inconsiderate bloodletting, 
in puerperal diseases. 


CASES OF FATAL BLOODLETTING, 


These cases illustrate several points of 
great practical importance: and first, the 
danger of the repetition of the bloodletting, 
in cases which have been relieved by pre- 
vious remedies, as a preventive merely; in 
such cases, all inflammation, if it existed, 
having subsided, a chief source of safety in 
the use of the lancet, as well as of the ne- 
cessity for it, is removed, and the patient 
will be very apt to falla prey to the fur- 
ther loss of blood. This is exemplified in 
the first and second cases about to be ad- 
duced, In the second place, I consider the 

rticular danger of an unguarded use of the 
ancet, in cases not inflammatory, to be ex- 
emplified in the third case, which was 
clearly one of intestinal irritation, and not 
of inflammation. The last case is a sad in- 
stance of an inconsiderate bloodletting, and 
it is to be hoped that few such examples 
have occurred, although, I confess, that in 
the prevailing mania for bloodletting, even 
such cases should not greatly surprise us. 

The first of these cases presents the pheno- 
mena of a rather gradual sinking, from a fatal 
bloodletting. 

Mrs. — aged 30, had been affected with 
what appeared to be a slight attack of in- 
fluenza; she was seized with rigor, and 
soon afierwards the pains of labour came 
on, and issued in delivery in about fifteen 
hours, at nine o’clock a.M., which was fol- 
lowed by much fever, the countenance 
being flushed, the pulse frequent, and the 
breathing difficult with incessant congh ; 
these symptoms increased towards evening 
and in the night, and about forty ounces of 
blood were drawn from the arm at two 
bloodlettings, and the next morning twelve 
leeches were applied to the chest with 
great relicf. In the evening a blister was 
applied. 

The night was passed more comfortably ; 
she dozed a little and was cheerful, and 
continued relieved in the morning. Asa 
preventive against a relapse, however, three 
teacupfuls of blood were taken, The patient 
became faint during the flow of the blood, 
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—sank from that time, and neyer again 
rallied; she became extremely feeble and 
could scarcely articulate, and from being 
cheerful the day before, was now impressed 
with the conviction of approaching dissolu- 
tion, and expressed herself as unable to re- 
cover from the last bleeding. During this 
day, Saturday, and during the two succeed- 
ing days there was a state of extreme ex- 
haustion,—and still a sense of load at the 
chest, and pain of the side. 

On the Tuesday the countenance was ob- 
served sometimes to flush to a deep scarlet, 
and then to become quite pallid, and a pro- 
fuse perspiration frequently ran down the 
face ; the pulse was extremely frequent, 
and the pain severe ou coughing ; there was 
no delirium, though she awoke hurried from 
sleeps which she described as “ just like 
death.” 

During the four following days there was 
little obvious change ; distressing faintings 
usually came on about two or three o’clock 
pM. On the Sunday she became drowsy, 
and evidently more sinking ; this state con- 
tinued to increase, and she died in the 
evening of the succeeding day. 

The following case presents an example 
of the fatal event supervening immediately 
on the use of the lancet. 

Mrs.—, was of a pale and sallow com- 
plexion and weakly constitution. 
before her confinement of her first child, she 
was awoke in the night by severe pain of 
the head confined to one spot. This pain 
continued several hours, when Mrs. — ap- 
plied to her accoucheur; she was com- 
pletely relieved by losing sixteen ounces of 
blood followed by purgative medicine, and 
she continued well. 

Mrs.—’s labour occurred on September 
the Ist, 1817, and was rather tedious, but 
natural, and she had no complaint until the 
second day, when she experienced a second 
attack of pain in the head, but less violent 
than the previous one. She was seen six 
hours after this attack ; she then complained 
of pain and beating of the head, about the 
anterior part of the right parietal bone ; the 
skin was hot, and the pulse frequent and 
strong. Sixteen ounces of blood were taken 
from the arm, leeches ordered to be applied 
to the temples, and an enema and purgative 
medicine were prescribed, 

In three hours’ time Mrs.— was again 
visited, and it was deemed necessary to ab- 
stract more blood. Six or eight ounces were 
therefore taken ; faintishness was induced, 
and the symptoms were little abated. 

On the succeeding morning, September 
the 4th, the symptoms still remained the 
same ; the surface was hot ; the bowels had 
been purged, and the evacuations were na- 
tural. The saline mixture was ordered, At 
noon, the symptoms remaining as before, the 
purgative medicine was repeated, and a 

i was applied, In the evening, the 


Six days | 


evacuation of the bowels was satisfactory ; 
the pain of the head was not severe, bat 
there were much beating and a rushing 
noise ; there was restlessness ; and a teasing, 
irritative cough. A draught with thirt 

drops of the tinctura opii was administered, 

The next morning, September the 5th, 
Mrs,— expressed herself as being much 
better from having enjoyed comfortable 
sleep. The surface was still hot, and the 
head still affected as before. In the evening, 
there was a degree of tenderness in the 
region of the uterus ; she dreaded the idea 
of being bled, from the faintishness she had 
before experienced from it, and said it 
would certainly kill her. 

On the morning of the 6th, the pain in 
the region of the uterus was relieved, the 
head was affected as before, the window 
was kept open for want of air. In the 
evening Mrs.—complained of being faint 
and low. A mixture with camphor and 
sulphuric ether was prescribed. 

On the 7th, the irritative cough again oc- 
curred ; the pulse was frequent, from 120 to 
130; and the other symptoms remained un- 
abated. A physician was consulted. Six- 
teen ounces of blood were directed to be 
taken from the arm ; a grain of calomel was 
given every three hours, and the effervescing 
medicine was ordered. 

On the morning of the 8th, Mrs. —ap- 
peared to be relieved in every respect ; 
heat of surface and the pain of the head 
were diminished ; the blood presented the 
buffy coat. It was thought proper to ab- 
stract more blood, as the last bleeding had 
apparently couferred benefit, and had been 
borne better than the preceding ones, Four 
teacupfuls of blood were taken; the most 
dreadful fainting followed, with gasping, 
open mouth, and a convulsive action of the 
diaphragm, and in an hour or two death 
closed the scene, 


In the third case which I adduce here 
the fatal event was equally sudden, 


Mrs. —, aged 33, weakly, was confined 
of her sixth child, after an easy labour, 
without flooding, at midnight on the 20th 
July, 1818. During the ensuing day all 
was well, The lochia were natural; there 
was no alvine evacuation, but the bewels 
had been open during pregnancy, and twice 
evacuated during labour. 

On the morning of the 22d, Mrs, — took 
half an ounce of te oleum ricini; and at 
four in the afternoon this medicine was re- 
peated, the first dose having produced no 
effect; this, however, induced violent purging 
occasioned great fatigue, and caused the 
patient to complain much, At ten o’clock 
in the evening Mrs.—was seized with 
rigor, which was violent and continued more 
than an hour; this was followed by great 
heat of skin, with wakefulness, restlessness, 
anxiety, sighing, and te 
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Atten on the succeeding morning there 
were great heat of skin, and pain at the bot- 
tom of the back. Four téeacupfals of blood 
were taken from the arm, The symptoms 
still continued, and at seven in the evening, 
three teacupfuls of blood, and at eleven 
three more, were taken from the arm, and 
twenty leeches were applied to the region 
of the uterus for the increased pain. The 
pain still continued to increase, with rest- 
lessness, sighing, faintishpess, constant-ne- 
cessity for the smelling bottle, and appre- 
hension of impending dissolution. 

Afterwards the symptoms being unabated, 
a physician was consulted. About thrée 
o’clock, three teacupfuls of blood were again 
taken from the arm, and leeches again or- 
dered to be applied ; an enema was given, 
which evacuated a quantity of faces quite 
unexpected. In a short time Mrs. —be- 
came cold, and the surface clammy, with 
fainting, gasping breathing, Xc. aad all 
was done to restore warmth, After an in- 
terval of three hours the pain was still great. 
Some opening medicine was prescribed. But 
the state of sinking continued, the smelling 


bottle, the fan, and fresh air were urgently 


called for. All the symptoms, excepf the 
pain, were aggravated, there were gasping, 
a slight convulsive struggle, another, and 
the patient expired. 

In-this case it will be observed, that the 
pain remained unabated, even after the last 
fatal bloodletting. I have reason to regard 
this as denoting not an inflammatory origin 
of the pain, but the presence of morbid 
alvine contents. 

I give the last of these cases without com- 
ment. For I should be sorry to diminish 
the impression which it is calculated to make 
upon the mind by.any obserrations; and I 
am. persuaded, that no addition can add 
force to the plain and simple detail of its 
fatal issue. 

Mrs.—, aged 35, was confined on the 5th 
of December, 1818, at midnight, of hereighth 
child. She was delicate, but in good health, 
and the bowels were regular. The labour 
was favourable, but during the first six and 
thirty hours, lingering ; the after-pains and 
lochia were natural. 

Mrs.— appeared well on the 6th, and had 
had a good night; but she complained some- 
what of the noise in the house, saying that 
it hurried and disturbed her. 

On the morning of the seventh, she took 
an opening draught. This induced two un- 
satisfactory evacuations, with great and con- 
tinued nausea without vomiting; for this 
nausea she was ordered a cordial draught. 
Soon after taking the draught, Mrs.— was 
seized with shivering. About eight hours 
after this, she was found complaining of 
pain in the region of the uterus, Three tea- 
cupfuls of blood were taken about seven 
o'clock in the evening, and about half after 
nine four more ; fomentations, Xc., were 


used in the interval. During the night, 
Mrs, —— was extremely restless, tossing 
about, wakeful, or with a little dozing, some- 
delirium, and hurry and starting on awaking ; 
there were dimness of sight; cold clammy 
perspiration and great coldness of her feet ; 
sighing breathing and moaning, fainting, 
and the necessity for being fanned, There 
were ten motions during the night. 

The next morning Mrs. —— was again, 
as it were by infatuation, bled to three tea- 
cupfuls, This measure was followed by 
paieness, coldness, cold clammy perspira- 
tion, gasping, sighing breathing, and rest- 
lessness. A physician was consulted. 
The pains and tenderness had subsided, but 
the patient remained in a state of great 
lowness. Mrs. —— was again visited in 
the evening, and wine whey, Xc., was pre- 
scribed. Jn the night Mrs. —— dozed, and 
awoke alarmed ; all at once the eyes became 
fixed, with gasping and sighing, and she 
expired. 

I would merely add, that such disastrous 
events could not have occurred had the safe 
and simple and efficacious rules which have 
been laid down for the use of the lancet 
been implicitly adopted. 


Tn the third place, I wish to draw your at- 
tention to the influence of previous disorders 
upon the state of the patient after delivery. 

This is a most important and interesting 
question, and it has two bearings: the first, 
upon the parent herself; the second, through 
the medium of the milk, upon the infant. 
I chiefly allude, in this place, to those forms 
of disorder of the general health of which I 
have already attempted a description. 

Such a state of disorder, especially if 
long continued, and attended by much pal- 
lor or pale icterode hue, involves in itself a 
state approaching to that of loss of blood ; 
and it has been sufficiently shown that this 
form of general disorder itself depends upon 
a deranged state of the functions of the in- 
testinal canal and of the other digestive 
organs, so that it is obvious that such a 
condition, before confinement, predisposes 
te the effects of intestinal irritation and of 
exhaustion. 

I need not remark how important it is, in 
such cases, to devote an especial attention 
to the restoration of a healthy state of the 
system. The state of the bowels should be 
watched daily, a mild but invigorating diet 
should be enjoined, and the tonic effect of 
gentle exercise in the open air should be 
secured during the whole period of preg- 
nancy, for conception is not generally pre- 
vented by this state of disorder of the 
general health. 

In extreme cases the bowels become ex- 
ceedingly loaded, and there is a state of the 
svstem approaching to bloodlessness. In 
neglected cases of this description death has 
quickly and unexpectedly ensued from a 
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far less shock than that of parturition. In 
other cases a series of painful symptoms 
has ensued which have perhaps exhausted 
the patient finally, though mure slowly ;_of 
this the following is a most interesting 
example:— 

Mrs. ——, aged 28, had long had all the 
symptoms of disorder of the general health, 
with a pale icterode hue of the complexion. 
For some time before her confinement. she 
suffered from aphtha, with irritability of 
the stomach and bowels, and there was some 
cedema of the ankles and of the face. 

After delivery there was a considerable 
flow of lochia; the tendency to diarrhoea 
continued, with light yellow foetid stools, 
and the pulse was frequent; the counte- 
nance was extremely pale, and there were 
great pain of the head, fluttering, and ten- 
dency to faintishness. 

Soon after delivery the aphthe, which had 
somewhat disappeared, were again observed 
on the inner part of the under lip, in the 
form of vesicles clustered together, and one 
or two were situated on the tongue, which 
was clean and pallid; the face was pale; 
the prolabia exanguinious ; there was repeat- 
ed bleeding from the nose, the blood becom- 
ing pale and aqueous ; there was frequent 
pain of the head; the pulse was frequent, 
often 110; the bowels loose. She was 
much relieved by taking the tinctura opii, 
pure opium, the pilula hydrargyri, &c. 

On the 24th of May, 1819, twenty days 
after delivery, and after a gradual amend- 
ment for a fortnight, she experienced in the 
night a fit of palpitation of the heart, which, 
however, soon went off. - 

On the 26th Mrs, —— had taken a little 
mutton, and her room was particularly close ; 
under these circumstances she became af- 
fected with great anxiety and agitation, an 
overwhelming internal feeling not to be 
described, and tendency to fainting, all in- 
creased on attempting to be moved; the 
pulse was small, and 156; the heart, caro- 
tids, and, indeed, the heed, chest, and bed- 
clothes were affected with throbbing and 
palpitation, Thirty drops of the tinctura 
opii were given, and repeated with great 
relief, 

The next day, the 27th, the ‘pulse con- 
tinued at 132, and the movement of the 
heart, carotids, head, chest, and bed-clothes, 
was still great; the pulse was fuller, the 
general expression and feelings more tran- 
quil; there had been some sleep, but on 
awaking there was a temporary confusion 
of mind ; the bowels had been gently moved 
by the Rochelle salt. 

On May the 30th the symptoms remained 
nearly the same. The pulse 140; the beat- 
ing of the carotids still visible; the palpita- 
tion greatly increased, and faintishness in- 
duced on moving; the countenance was 
pale, and rather tamid; the tongue and 
teeth appeared as if besmeared with syrup, 


and the breath had the odour of new milk ; 
the: bowels were confined; the urine plen- 
tiful ; no tenderness of the abdomen, cough, 
or headach, or tendency to complain. 

May the 3lst. A mild purgative and an 
enema were administered yesterday, and 
evacuated large portions of hardened feces, 
after which a draught with thirty drops of 
tinctura opii was given. The pulse fell to 
100; and all the symptoms were mitigated. 
In the evening the pulse was about 104; 
there was still a little throbbing of the head, 
but the palpitation and beating of the caro- 
tids were much diminished ; the bowels un- 
moved to-day; urine plentiful ; fluent cata- 
menia. No pain or tenderness of the abdo- 
men. 

June the 3d. Since the last report there 
have been repeated attacks of sickness and 
vomiting, with more throbbing of the head, 
carotids, and heart; and the alvine evacua- 
tion has been occasionally costive, To-day, 
the countenance is pallid, and more swollen, 
with cedema; there is throbbing at the 
occiput, with pain, and beating of the heart 
and carotids; a degree of labour in the 
breathing, and cough; tenderness of the 
epigastrium, sickness, and constipation.— 
The manner appears rather changed ; speak- 
ing requires greater effort ; there are greater 
hurry and exhaustion, and greater repug- 
nance to food and medicine. 

June the 7th. Since the 3d the principal 
symptoms have been sickness and vomiting, 
medicine having been quite rejected, and 
sometimes food. There have been once or 
twice deep breathing, and a sort of blowing, 
apparently implying a sense of want of air; 
there is an occasional hacking cough ; some 
throbbing of the head ; the pulse has been 
from 100 to 110, The countenance is pale, 
but the lips have a little more colour. There 
is much loss of flesh. The bowels have 
been kept open; the appetite is better. 
There has been good sleep. 

June the 8th. The countenance is much 
as before; there is less throbbing in the 
head; no delirium; pulse 108 and rather 
irregular ; some sighing and deep breathing, 
hacking cough, sickness and vomiting; 
some tenderness of the right hypochon- 
drium, and beating of the abdominal aorta. 

June the 9th. Less throbbing of the 
head; pulse 116; much pulsation over the 
aorta; the sickness has recurred several 
times. 

June the 10th, This evening there is in- 
creased sickness, with dyspnoea, consisting 
of deep, sighing breathing ; pulse 120; the 
throbbing palpitation, and pulsation of the 
abdominal aorta are less ; no cough noticed ; 
the sickness continues ; bowels open twice, 

June the 11th. The deep breathing has 
been very urgent. The nose is cold and 
livid; the lips dry; the eyes deathly; the 
pulse 100 and feeble. Mrs, —- expiredon 
the 12th about 2 P.M, 
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On examination, on the 13ih at noon, 
three or four ounces of water were found in 
each cavity of the pleura, and one ounce in 
the pericardium. In every other respect 
the thoracic and abdominal viscera were 
most healthy. The heart, the stomach, the 
bowels, and the liver, were free from the 
slightest appearance of disease. The uterus 
was collapsed to its natural size. 

This case may be taken, instar omnium. 
In many others,such an event has been pre- 
vented by a timely and appropriate attention 
to restore the general health. 

It may happen that the patient was not 
known to the physician before the period of 
her confinement. It will then be found im- 
portant to have studied the external charac- 
ters of disorder of the general health, aud 
especially the appearances of the com- 
plexion, and of the tongue, the state of the 
alvine evacuations, &c ; and much will, of 
course, be ascertained by a careful inquiry 
into the history of the case. 

It is of the utmost importance to conjoin 
rients with a cordial and nutritious kind 
diet. For I am persuaded that the 

strength is far more apt to fail in these cases 
than is generally imagined, and especially 
in that variety which is attended by extreme 
pallor, which, in fact,denotes a state ap- 
proaching to bloodlessness and exhaustion. 

The next point to be mentioned is the in- 
fluence of a morbid condition of the general 
health upon the secretion of the milk, and 
upon the health of the infant. It has fre- 
quently occurred to me to lament that pa- 
tients have given up all hope of ever being 
allowed to nurse, from the sad consequences 
produced upon the infant. This circum- 
stance generally depends upon disorder of 
the general health of a protracted kind ; and 
it is obviated by proper and persevering 
efforts to restore the functions to their na- 
tural state, 

It may be necessary for the infant to be 
fed or to have another nurse, if these pre- 
cautions were not enforced before the ap- 
proach of confinement ; for time is required 
tosubdue the disorder, and change the se- 
cretions. But if there be space for effecting 
the due changes, the plans which have been 
already recommended for restoring the gene- 
ral health of the parent will always succeed 
in enabling her to nurse without disordering 
her infant. 

I now conclude my observations on puer- 
peral diseases,—the most anxious of all 
cases. What I have stated I have learnt in 
actual practice. Treasure up the remarks 
Ihave made, and try their force and truth 
when you enter into practice for yourselves, 
and to each of you allow me to express the 
sentiment contained in these well known 


“Si quid novisti rectius istis, 
Candidus imperti, si non his utere mecum,” 
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GenTLEMEN:—When the Spaniards first 
employed the valuable root of the plant 
called, from the country in which it grew, 
Xalappa, it is not easy to ascertain, 
for Monardes, the great Spanish authority, 
does not enumerate it amongst the different 
substances employed by the Indians, for the 
cure of disease, although he dwells in strong 
language upon the virtues of the convolvu- 
lus mechoacanna, as the most valuable pur- 
gative known in Mexico, and whose root 
used in the form of powder had acquired the 
highest reputation, having been recommend- 
ed to a Franciscan fraternity by a native 
physician under the patronage of the Cacique 
of the country. This obtained the name of 
the rhubarb of India, and has been by some 
persons confounded with the jalap of Mexico. 
The plant which furnishes the root is now 
called, upon the authority of Professor Don, 
the ipomoea jalapa, and Dr. Redman Coxe 
has published his observations on the jalap 
plant, which confirm the views of the learn- 
ed Professor. In the last edition of Dr. 
Anthony Todd Thomson’s “London Dis- 
pensatory,” ina note subjoined to the article 
ipomoea jalapa, it is observed that it is re- 
markable that the College of Physicians 
should have referred to a MS. of Professor 
Don, in the present edition of the “ London 
Pharmacopceia,” when Dr. Coxe’s pamphlet 
has been before the profession since 1830. 
Great doubts were entertained for many 
years as to the genus of plants to which it 
belongs; Linnwus, Ray, Sloane, Miller, 
have written upon the subject; some con- 
sidered it to be the jalapa mirabilis. It was 
about the year 1610 that it was first brought 
from Xalappa, and Thierry de Menonville 
imported some roots from Vera Cruz, one of 
which weighed twenty-five pounds. In the 
year 1733 Miller raised some plants from 
seeds which did not flower, but which had a 
large, oval, lactescent root, that pe- 


riod a specimen flowered in the garden be- 
longing to the Apothecaries’ Society at Chel- 
sea, from which the editors of the ‘* Medical 
Botany” took the figure which they have 
delineated and described. It would from 
this appear that the root is perennial, large, 
of an irregular oblong shape, externally 
blackish, and when fresh abounding with a 
milky juice, Its stems are numerous, bher- 
baceous, slender, turning like those of con- 
volvulus sepium, round any support, and 
they rise to the height of six or ten 
feet. The leaves vary much in shape, they 
are petiolated, obsoletely serrated, smooth 
on the upper surface, and hoary or tomentose 
underneath ; the lower ones are generally 
more or less heart-shaped, but often lobed, 
the upper ones more oblong and acute. The 
flowers are large, bell-shaped, plated, entire, 
and upon short axillary peduncles, each 
bearing one or more flowers of a rose colour 
externally, and a dark purple within; the 
calyx consists of five oval pale green leaves ; 
the anthers are of a pale yellow colour, large, 
oblong, and tapering ; the filaments, which 
do not protrude beyond the tube, are slen- 
der, varying in length, covered at the base 
with short purple hairs, and inserted into 
the corolla; the germen is oval, supporting 
a slender style, crowned with a roundish 
stigma; the seeds are said to be covered 
with a very white cottony down. In the 
root abounds an acrid milky juice, which is 
an energetic purgative, and this power seems 
to be dependent on a peculiar resin, which 
is likewise the active principle of scam- 
mony. 

M. Planche has, in the “ Journal de Phar- 
macie,” examined into the chemical distinc- 
tions between the resins of these two roots, 
a matter of some importance in consequence 
of their difference of agency upon the hu- 
man economy, although they are very often 
apt to be confounded in medical practice. 
The resin of jalap is soluble in alcohol and 
insoluble in ether; it is dissolved cold in 
nitric acid without the disengagement of ni- 
trous gas; on the other hand the resin of 
scammony is soluble both in alcohol and in 
ether, and dissolves itself in nitrie acid with 
the extrication of nitrous vapours. The 
action of milk upon these two resins is 
curious, both as to the power it furnishes uz 
of judging when scammony is adulterated 
with jalap, and likewise that of administer- 
ing the former drug in milk, and in a form 
that renders it particularly adapted to females 
whoare habitually constipated. Pure milk, 
from fifty degrees of temperature up to the 
boiling point, divides perfectly, and holds in 
suspension the resin of scammony, whilst it 
unites into a mass the divided molecules of 
the resin of jalap. Scammony hence may be 
given with great facility, and this formula 
has been highly recommended: eight grains 
of scammony, two drachms of white sugar, 
a small quantity of tincture of cardamom, 
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and three ounces of milk, either hot or cold, 
according to the taste of the patient. The 
scammony should be reduced to powder in 
a mortar, the milk gradually added, and at 
last the sugar and the oil. 

The root imported into this country is of a 
dark gray colour, it sometimes is in the form 
of knobs not unlike a walnut, it is solid, 
hard, and is heavy, and from its weight some 
idea may be drawn of its goodness, for that 
which is light is seldom so efficacious ; when 
this is reduced to powder it is of a pale 
brownish-yellow colour, having somewhat of 
a sickly smell, and rather a nauseous taste. 
It is in this state subject to adulterations 
when the price is high, and bryony roots are 
substituted for it, and black resin is some- 
times mixed with it, which may be detected 
by putting the powder into rectified spirit, 
which will dissolve the resia of the jalap, 
but not the other. The late Mr. Hume, of 
Long Acre, directed his attention to the ana- 
lysis of jalap, and obtained from ita vegeto- 
alkaline principle, to which he gave the 
name of jalapine. He macerated coarsely 
powdered jalap for twelve days in strong 
acetic acid, and thus obtained a highly-co- 
loured acetate, which, when filtered, he satu- 
rated with ammonia; on this being violently 
shaken a sabulous deposit fell rapidly, and 
some crystals formed on the sides of the ves- 
sel, The deposit and crystals being collected 
and washed with distilled water, were again 
dissolved in a small quantity of concentrated 
acetic acid, and reprecipitated by ammonia 
added to excess, by which the jalapine was 
thrown down in small acicular crystals. 
These are without any perceptible taste or 
smell], are heavier than morphia and quinia, 
are scarcely soluble in cold water, and only 
to a small extent in hot water; ether has no 
effect upon them; alcohol is the proper sol- 
vent, 

Mr. Henry has given an analysis of three 
varieties of jalap in the French market, from 
which it would appear that out of five hun- 
dred parts of what he terms jalap léger, 60 
are of resin, 75 of extract, 95 of starch, and 
270 of woody fibre; of jalap sain, 48 of 
resin, 140 of extract, 102 of starch, and 210 
of woody fibre; of jalap pique, 72 of resin, 
125 of extract, 103 of starch, and 200 of 
woody fibre. 

Jalap in its powdered form is a most valu- 
able cathartic, acting with considerable 
energy on the bowels, though sometimes 
griping, yet very rarely producing any mark~ 
ed irritation. Its fall dose is a scruple, and 
one of the observations made upon its power 
is, that you may generally measure the num- 
ber of your grains by the age of the patient, 
thus having a very ready mode of ascer- 
taining the dose in youth. For instance, you 
will generally find that six grains are sufli- 
cient for a child of six years, ten grains for 
one of ten years, fifteen grains for a lad of 
fifteen years of age, and so on till you take 
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consistence. This extract is to be kept in 
a soft state fit for forming pills, and in a 
“on state, so that it may be reduced to 


your medium dose at a ecruple, and your ac- 
tive one at half a drachm. You may com- 
bine it with great advantage with the chlo- 
ride of mercury with the bitartrate of potash, 
with rhubarb, a drop of aromatic oil may 
be added as a diffusible stimulant, and like- 
wise to prevent griping. The pulvis jalapx 
compositus of our London Pharmacopeeia is 
a very useful medicine, and when the come 
ponent parts are well triturated together, so 
that the jalap is well mixed up with the 
other ingredients, it forms a very serviceable 
powder to young children, when the bowels 
are infested with worms, when they have 
blotches or eruptions upon the skin, or when 
they have any of the milder complaints 
which arise from a disordered state of the 
mucous surface of the intestinal canal. It 
is thus formed :—-Take of jalap three ounces, 
bitartrate of potassa six ounces, ginger three 
drachms ; triturate se tely each into pow- 
der, and then mix. The increase upon the 
dose according to age is generally pao ten 
grains, 

The tincture of jalap is made by macerat- 
ing ten bruised ounces of jalap in two pints 
of proof spirits for fourteen days, and then 
straining. This is an irritating purgative if 
given alone, but may very efficaciously be 
added to any other cathartic, and although 
it occasions a slight precipitation when ad- 
ministered in infusion of senna, with some 
of the neutral salis, and is not quite so 
pleasing a medicine to the eye when thus 
mixed, it is most useful, and gives not only 
a warmth and agreeable flavour to the black 
draught, but adds to its power, a drachm or 
two being quite sufficient, The Edinburgh 
compound tincture of senna is a much better 
formula for a warm purgative tincture; this 
is thus formed:—Take of the leaves of 
senna} two ounces, jalap root, bruised, 
one ounce, coriander seeds, bruised, half an 
ounce, proof spirit three pounds and a half ; 
digest for seven days, and to the filtered 
tincture add of refined sugar four ounces. 
The utility of this is unfortunately dimi- 
nished by the length of time required for its 
preparation, and if it be kept long, more 
particularly if the sugar be added, it is apt 
to become unfit for use, and to produce some 
degree of griping, more certainly, however, 
if it be administered uncombined. The ex- 
tract, as directed by the College of Physi- 
cians, contains all the medical virtues of the 
root, but it gripes more than does the pow- 
der or the tincture; it is formed by mace- 
rating two pounds of jalap ina gallon anda 
half of rectified spirit, and two gallons of 
distilled water ; macerate the jalap root in 
the spirit for four days, and decant the tinc- 
ture; boil the residue in the water down to 
halfa gallon, then strain separately the tinc- 
ture and the decoction, distil the former and 
evaporate the latter, until both begin to 
thicken; lastly, mix the extract with the 
resin, and evaporate the mjxture to a proper 
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port jalap could be altogether deprived of 
the resinous matter upon which its irritating 
power has by Gmelin, Spiel ,and others, 
been shown to depend, it would be ranked 
as the most important vathartic we possess ; 
it gently increases the secretions from the 
organs which assist in digestion; it excites 
the pouring forth of the excrementitious 
matter into the whole length of the intesti- 
nal tube, and gently persuades the muscular 
fibre into action where it agrees, but this 
latter effect is, in many instances, attended 
with severe pain and uneasiness. In chronic 
disorders this medicine may be relied on as 
attended with perfect security and certainty 
of action, it neither nauseates nor debilitates 
the stomach, it passes thence into the duode- 
num, without praducing the slightest un- 
comfortable sensation; it is in the small in- 
testines that its distressing influence is felt. 
Having once passed through this portion of 
the channel it descends into the larger intes- 
tines, and seldom if ever is the cause of any 
uneasiness in them. It in no instance sti- 
mulates the rectum into inordinate action, and 
thus produces undue action of the sphinc- 
ter. Itis perfectly adapted to those who 
are of a lax, feeble, and delicate frame, and 
even suits them better than those who are 
stronger and of a more firm muscular fibre. 
It is not hurtful to young children ; indeed 
Wedelius, in the “‘ Opiologia,” a out its 
peculiar power, where sleep has been pre- 
vented in consequence of tormina, which 
may accompany worms, teething, or the re- 
mittent fever of childhood; in them this 
drug not uofrequently acts as a charm, at 
once soothing their pain and causing proper 
evacuations to occur mildly and certainly. 
It should under such circumstances, be tho- 
roughly triturated with sugar before it can 
be administered, and the medical man would 
do well to watch the trituration, and see 
that it be duly and sedulously performed ; 
five grains of the root well reduced to pow- 
der, and properly triturated, will be more 
certain to produce the good effect than 
twenty of a coarse, ill-managed powder, nor 
will there be tenacious resin so closely com- 
pacted as to adhere to the surface of the 
canal, and be with the utmost difficulty re- 
moved, during the whole of the time pro- 
ducing a high state of irritation. 

Hahnemann observes “ that Muralto has 
seen what we may witness every day, that 
jalap, besides creating gripes of the stomach, 
also causes great uneasiness and agitation. 
Every physician acquainted with the facts 
upon which homoeopathy rests, will find it 
perfectly natural that the power so justly 
ascribed to this medicine by G. W. Wedel, 
of allaying the gripes, which are so frequent 
in young children, and of restoring them te 
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tranquil repose, arises from homoeopathic 
influence.” That this effect occurs | have 
already stated, but there is one argument 
against the doctrine, which is, that in almost 
all children in whom griping is ordinarily pro- 
duced by jalap, its usual soothing effect is ab- 
sent when it is most required ; where heat of 
skin and general uneasiness arise, it is care- 
fully to be avoided. Salt may be employed 
well triturated with jalap, with very good 
effect ; it is upon the mechanical division of 
the powder that this must depend. The great 
power of this remedy over worms we have 
daily opportunities of witnessing, and our 
best authors abound with most striking ex- 
amples, amongst these Wepfer and Van 
Swieten. 

The mode of curing gonorrhoea by purga- 
tive medicine was abandoned for mercurial 
treatment, and for the mischievous practice 
of throwing up the urethra the most astrin- 
gent injections, which, although they puta 
stop to the discharge of the mucus, occasion 
accumulation in the loaded vessels, and pro- 
duce stricture. In the days of our great 
predecessor, the whole of the cure of gonor- 
rhoea, a3 Sydenham tells us, turned upon 
purging medicine; he observes, “ though 
both reason and experience intimate that it 
may be cured by any cathartic, provided it 
be frequently repeated, and continued for a 
considerable time, yet such strong purgatives 
as powerfully evacuate bilious but espe- 
cially watery humours, seem best for this 
purpose, and therefore I have sometimes re- 
covered persons in low circumstances by 
jalap only, but as the disease is attended 
with a manifest inflammation, and the pur- | 
gatives to be exhibited in order to the cure | 
are likewise hot, a cooling diet must be di-| 
rected through the whole course.” That 
purging will cure gonorrhoea there is little 
doubt, and so will time, but these are by no 
means admitted as the sole remedies to be 
had recourse to. You will, however, find 
that whatever you administer you will ma- 
terially diminish the inflammatory action by 
jalap, by senna, or by rhubarb, if they are | 
given regularly at night-time in sufficient | 
doses to act forcibly upon the bowels, but | 
with these must be given during the day 
either the oil of copaiba, the cubebs pepper, 
or the diosma crenata, the buchu, each of 
which has its own particulartime of admini- 
stration, according to the stage of the dis-| 
ease. All purgatives are not equally effec- | 
tual in the cure of gonorrhoea, and more | 
particularly you will find that most of the | 
neutral salts do mischief; they are too! 
stimulating to the mucous membrane ; the 
best opening medicine is a mixture of. 
chloride of mercury, of jalap, and the bi- 
tartrate of potash, and these must be con- 
tinued uninterruptedly for some days, and 
you must not allow your patient to ima- 
gine himself to be free from the disease, be- 
cause the yellow discharge bas ceased, for 
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upon the least exercise, or any indulgence 
in diet, it is very apt to return if you have 
depended on cathartics. 

Dr. Hamilton, of Edinburgh, placed very 
great reliance upon jalap in typhus fever, 
both alone and in combination with calomel 
and with scammony. In some of the cases 
narrated by him you will find that he placed 
his sole dependance upon half a drachm of 
the compound powder of jalap frequently re- 
peated, and that his practice was eminently 
successful. In marasmus he likewise em- 
ployed it, observing that in selecting medi- 
cines we must flatter the taste of our young 
patients, and as the powder of jalap is not 
unpleasant he says that he gave it. 

In the evacuation of dropsieal fluids, 
and in preventing their recurrence this root 
has obtained a high degree of reputation, 
and united with the cream of tartar, the bi- 
tartrate of potash, it maintains a high cha- 
racter amongst the great mass of people. I 
do not know that it deserves, however, in 
this disease the encomiums that have been 
lavished upon it, and the epithet given it by 
Marcgraave,— the panacea of dropsy,—is 
much too sweeping ; it has its proper influ- 
ence, and produces watery evacuations, 
Radcliffe is said “ audaci consilio ” to have 
successfully given a scruple of the resin of 
jalap in the comatose state attending upon 
fevers. 

Felix Cadet de Gassicourt has examined 
into the action of jalap, and has tried some 
experiments on animals, from which it would 
appear that rubbed upon the abdomen and 
thighs it excites in a few days severe dysen- 
tery, and that when introduced into the 
mouth animals die of profuse purging in 
four or five days, leaving marks of inflamma- 
tion in the stomach and intestines; two 
drachms were found sufficient to prove fatal; 
that it would prove poisonous to man from 
being given in too large a dose there can be 
little doubt, and very severe symptoms have 
followed upon foolish jokes that have been 
played off upon incautious persons. It has 
been mixed up with beer, and has occasion- 
ally been given, and produced high inflam- 
mation and irritation of the intestines. 
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This plant. which has been called the 
bindweed of Syria, grows, according to Dr, 
Russell, on the mountains between Aleppo 
and Latachia ; its root is fleshy, tapering 
from three to four inches in diameter; it 
abounds with a milky juice; it sends up 
several stems which entwine themselves 
around the plants that grow in its imme- 
diate neighbourhood, and frequently extend 
to the length of fifteen or twenty feet; the 
leaves are arrow-shaped, of a bright green 
colour, supported on long pedicles; the 
flowers grow upon slender erect stems of 
about six inches long, divided near the top 


into two small pedicles, each supporting 4 
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pale-yellow bell-shaped flower, which seems 
very much to resemble our convolvolus se- 
pium, and the general form and structure of 
the flower, it would appear, do not mate- 
rially differ from the species I have just 
spoken of. The best account of this plant 
that we have was given us by Dr. pe 
ander Russell, in a letter to Dr. Fothergill, 
in the year 1752, and which is to be found 
in the first volume of the ** Medical Obser- 
vations and Inquiries,” together with an 
accurate delineation ; he likewise procured 
several seeds, which were raised in this 
country, and some sent to the United States. 
Dr. Fothergill expected to raise a sufficient 
quantity for our own use; Mr. Collinson 
had it growing in his garden with great 
luxuriance at Mill Hill. The time for col- 
lecting the scammony in Syria is in the 
beginning of June; the people employed 
are only a few peasants who travel over the 
country for that purpose at that season, for 
in most places the inhabitants are perfectly 
careless, and are unwilling to take the 
trouble of gathering it. Having cleared 
away from about the upper part of the root 
the earth they cut off the top in an oblique 
direction, about two inches below where 
the stalks spring from it; under the most 
depending part of the slope they fix a shell 
or some other convenient receptacle, into 
which the milky juice gradually flows ; it 
is left there about twelve hours, this is sufli- 
cient for the draining off the whole juice ; 
this, however, is a small quantity, each root 
affording but a very few drachms ; the milky 
juice from the several roots is put together, 
often into the leg of an old boot, for want of 
some more proper vessel, where in a little 
time it grows hard, and is the genuine 
scammony ; it is the root only that produces 
this concrete, for the stalks and leaves near 
the root, even when pressed, afford no signs 
of a milky juice, though, at the superior 
extremity of the plant, the leaves and stalks, 
when strongly expressed, emit a very thin 
milky liquor, yet the quantity is inconsider- 
able and its quality different, and neither 
stalks, leaves, flowers, or seeds, seem to 
have any purgative quality. Of this pure 
scammony very little is brought to market, 
the greatest part being adulterated with 
wheat-flour ashes, whilst it is yet in its 
soft state ; the purest scammony is the most 
purgative, although it has been stated that 
it is mixed with the juice of some of the 
euphorbiacew, which has been supposed to 
have a still more striking effect. 

Pure scammony is light, has, when 
broken, a shining appearance ; it crumbles 
with the least force when rubbed between 
the fingers ; and Dr. Russell observes of it, 
when fresh, if a wetted finger but touches it 
it turns immediately milky, and if broke 
and put into a glass of water it soon dis- 
solves into a milky liquor of a greenish 


cast, which, though it lets fall a small sedi- 


ment after some little time, yet the liquor 
still retains its milky colour; it varies very 
much in its colour from almost a jet black to 
a yellowish-white, thus affording no criterion 
whatever of its relative value ; the difference 
of the colour has been ascribed to the mode 
of drying it; when it is powdered, however, 
all good scammony appears nearly of a 
brownish-white. Scammony powder is at 
first almost insipid, but it quickly gives rise 
to a disagreeable impression in mouth 
and fauces ; it excites a secretion of saliva, 
and leaves behind it a nauseous sensation, 
Bouldue, Geoffroy, Gmelin, and Lewis, 
have, at various periods, inquired into its 
composition; but the analysis of Vogel and 
Bouillon La Grange, of the two varieties of 
Aleppo and of Smyrna, have been lately re- 
ceived as the authority; they find that the 
scammony of the former place contains sixty 
parts of resin, three of gum, two of extrac- 
tive matter, and of vegetable debris and 
earth, thirty-five parts in the hundred, whilst 
in the same quantity of that which reaches 
France from Smyrna there are twenty-nine 
parts of resin, eight of gum, five of extrac- 
tive matter, and fifty-eight of vegetable de- 
bris, earth, &c. The English market varies 
very much at different times in the quality 
of its scammony, and the importation is very 
frequently highly adulterated before it 
reaches us, and at other times we learn that 
conscience does not stand in the way of the 
home trader, and the following recipe has 
been given as a formula fora spurious scam- 
mony Which occasionally finds its way into 
our retail shops :—Take of gum scammony 
six pounds, gum arabic an equal quantity, 
calomel two ounces, Aleppo scammony one 
pound, ivory black so much as may be 
wanted ; the whole, after being powdered, 
is formed into a mass by the addition of 
water; the inspissated juice obtained from 
the cynanchum monspeliacum is, according 
to the Danish Pharmacopeeia, sometimes 
substituted, but this is quickly known by 
its weight, which is much greater, and by 
the blackness of its colour; it is a slight 
purgative. Other species of the convolvuli 
family, of the euphorbiacew, and of the 
apocyni, are likewise occasionally called 
upon to furnish a false scammony. 
Hippocrates, Dioscorides, and others of the 
ancients, were in the habit of employing the 
root of scammony both internally and exter- 
nally ; a decoction made from it obtained 
some character in the cure of hip disease, 
and it was likewise thus used for itch, for 
tinea; the qualities of the drug must have 
varied as much in former days as it now 
does, for although Dioscorides speaks of its 
value Oribasius Actius, Mesue, and others 
of the Arabians, were fearful of its effects ; 
but the grea‘est enemy to its administration 
was Hoffmann, by whom it has been called 
a colliquative poison, You will find this 
drug mentioned in some authors, and more 
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particularly by Sydenham, as often under 
the name of Pay, as of scammony, 
and it is thus called by Celius Aurelianus, 
and various epithets were applied according 
to the method followed for preserving it; 
thus it is mentioned as cydoniatum, edulco- 
ratum, rosatum, and sometimes sulphuratum, 
for it was exposed to the fumes of sulphur 
for its correction ; it seems, indeed, to have 
been a great object to unite it with such 
substances as might deprive it of that irritat- 
ing power which was so much dreaded. 
The dose of scammony is about six or eight 
grains ; its best form is that of the pulvis 
scammonex compositus, which, with the 
exception of the antimonial, is supposed to 
be a substitute for the once celebrated 
powder of Cornachinus, powder of the Ear) 
of Warwick, powder of three, powder of | 
three devils, which has been extolled by 
Ramayzzini, by Hoffmann, Wedelius, Tri-| 
lier, as an efficient and universal purgative. 

The convolvulus sepium, the convolvulus 
soldanella, and the convolvulus arvensis, 
which are natives of Britain, all possess 
cathartic power; the first of these has been 
ranked as a poison, but the experiments 
recited by the authors of Churchill’s 
“ Medical Botany” prove that a very useful 
extract may be made from its roots, possess- 
ing simply cathartic power. Haller states 
that the expressed juice of this herb, taken 
in the dose of twenty or thirty grains, acts 
as a good purgative, and that it is highly 
serviceable in dropsy. Deidier exhibited 
it externally as a lotion for reducing a 
tumour in the knee with great success ; it has 
heen recommended too by Mason Good, nor 
was its power unknown to the Arabians, for 
Mesue praises it. 


CUCUMIS COLOCYNTHIS, COLOQUINTIDA, OR 
BITTER CUCUMBER, 
This plant, which bears a fruit whose me- 


dallary substance is much used in medicine, | 
and is very often combined with scammony | 
and with jalap, very much increasing their 

effects, is a native of Turkey, of Nubia, and 

of the Cape of Good Hope. Burckhardt, | 
indeed, found throughout Nubia the ground | 
quite covered with the plant ; he states that 
itis common in every part of the desert, 
flowering from May to June. It is a trail- 
ing plant, bearing in its vegetation a strik- 
ing resemblance to the common cucumber. 
Its roots strike deep into the earth; the 
stems are beset with short hairs; the leaves | 
are on long petioles of a triangular form ; | 
the flowers are solitary, axillary, and of a| 
yellow colour. It is moncecious ; the male | 
flower is bell-shaped ; the corolla monope- 
talous ; the filaments are three, two of which 
are bifid at their apex; the anthers adhere 
together at the outer side. The female 
flower resembles the male; the germen is 
furnished with three stigmas ; the fruit is a 
tound berry, the size and shape often of the 


common orange, trilocular, each cell. con- 
taining numerous ovate whitish seeds, 
which are enveloped in the pulp which is 
medicinally used; this part is white, soft, 
and porus; it consists chiefly of mucus 
resin, a bitter principle and some gallic acid. 
Bouldue, Newmann, and of Jate, Vauquelin, 
have directed their attention to its analysis, 
the latter of these having evaporated an 
alcholic tincture obtained a brittle substance 
of a yellow colour partially soluble in water, 
and the part not soluble consisting of a 
white filamentous mass changing to yellow ; 
this he has called colocyntine, and he believes 
the active principle of the pulp resides in 
it. To the ancient Greeks and to the Ara- 
bians, the powerful agency of coloquintida 
was well known; Dioscorides mention that 
bloody evacuations follow upon its injection. 
Schultzius has written a dissertation on this 
drug which contains the most important 
information we are in possession of. We 
learn that from an infusion of the pulp of 
the apple or cucumber in beer a female 
suffered for thirty years from colic. Plater 
relates an instance in which dysentery and 
death succeeded upon drinking wine in 
which one of these apples had been mace- 
rated for a night. A coroner’s inquest was 
held on the body of a female in the year 
1823, who died in twenty-four hours, after 
incessant vomiting and purging in conse- 
quence of having swallowed by mistake, a 
teaspoonful and a half of colocynth pow- 
der. Christison bas quoted an instructive 
case which was narrated to Orfila by M. 
Carron d’Annecy ; a locksmith took from a 
quack two glasses of decoction of colocynth 
to cure hemorrhoids, and was soon attacked 
with colic, purging heat in the belly, and 
dryness of the throat; afterwards the belly 
became tense and excessively tender and 
the stools were suppressed altogether; 
next morning he had also retention of urine, 
retraction of the testicles, avd priapism ; on 
the third day the retention ceased, but the 
other symptoms continued and the skin be- 
came covered with clammy sweat which 
preceded his death only a few hours. The 
intestines were found red, studded with 
black spots, and matted together by fibrinous 
matter; the usual fluid of peritonitis was 
effused into the belly, the villous coat of 
the stomach was here and there ulcerated, 
and the liver, kidneys, and bladder also ex- 
hibited traces of inflammation. Orfila like- 
wise gives an account of a rag picker who, 
however, was by care and attention enabled 
to escape with his life, but suffered most 
severely from vomiting, acute pain in the 
stomach, profuse diarrhoea, and slight deli- 
rium in consequence of his attempting to 
cure gonorrhoea by taking three ounces of 
colocyuth. He was made to drink large 
quantities of milk, and leeches were ap- 
plied to his abdomen, and his recovery 
is attributed to these means, It is not 
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at all unusual for those who handle the 
pulp of the colocynth mach, or who are em- 
ployed in triturating it, to be affected vith 
violeat purging, and of these Bocler has 
cited some instances. Various have been 
the means suggested to render the drug 
manageable, and some very singular modes 
of correcting it have been suggested, some 
by mixing gummy matter, others by produc- 
ing fermentation, and even by pouring water, 
wine and urine upon it. Some of the Germans 
only recommend it to be used asa cataplasm, 
for it is found if rubbed upon the abdomen 
or applied there a sufficient length of time, 
it causes the bowels to be moved and has 
also evacuated worms. Some medical men 
highly commend its use, and the celebrated 
Swedish physician Dalberg, made a tincture 
of it which he found in small doses most 
valuable in a great number of chronic 
diseases. In this country it is seldom if 
ever given alone, but in the formula called 
the common cathartic extract or extractum 
colocynthis compositum, it is very manage- 
ble, it operates well, and in the dose of five 
to ten grains formed into pills may be cha- 
racterised as a very important remedy ; it is 
combined in this preparation with purified 
extract of aloes, with scammony, with car- 
damon seeds, and with hard soap, and proof 
spirit is added; when evaporation has taken 
place, the mass that remains, forms a highly 
esteemed cathartic, which enters into the 
composition of the common aperients most 
employed by medical men. 


THE PHYSIOLOGY OF 


LARYNGEAL ASTHMA; or, SPASM 
OF THE GLOTTIS. 


THE RECURRENT NERVE THE TRUE CONSTRICTOR 
OF THE LARYNX. 

BY THOMAS HENRY BURGESS, M.D. 

In my observations on laryngeal asthma, 
published in Tur Lancer for April 20, I 
omitted making a few remarks relative to 
the physiology of this interesting disease. 
I omitted mentioning them at the time, in 
consequence of being engaged in investigat- 
ing the nervous distribution around the 
glottis and muscles of the larynx, and more 
especially with regard to the nerves which 
supply the constrictor muscles of the air- 
tube, those muscles which are the seat of 
spasm in the paroxysms of this disease. Se- 
veral years ago, while dissecting the larynx 
of a still-born child, in the anatomy room of 
my respected preceptor, Dr. Macartney of 
Dublin, I was struck with the distribution 
of the nerves through the muscles of the 
larynx, as leading to results the very oppo- 
site of what M. Magendie arrived at. Upon 
careful investigation, it appeared to me that 
the branches of the superior laryngeal (Ma- 
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gendie’s constrictor) going to the muscles 
were not Jost in them, but passed through, 
and were finally distributed, to the mucous 
membrane of the larynx. One or two small 
filaments of this nerve appeared to be lost in 
the muscles; but, by careful investigation, 
their exit from the muscles became clear and 
distinct. I was likewise struck with a Kind 
of papilliform arrangement of the branches 
supplying the epiglottis and its vicinity. 
These were seen by the aid of a lens; they 
seemed to take a spiral course, as far as I 
could trace them ; but, owing to their extreme 
tenuity and imperfect means of investigat- 
ing, I was unable to trace them to their 
ultimate existence on the epiglottis. Upon 
examining the branches of the inferior 
laryngeal, or recurrent, supplying the larynx, 
I found three of the intrinsic muscles of 
the latter organ supplied by them, Viz., the 
posterior and: lateral crico-arytenoid and 
thyro-arytenoid. It is true a small filament 
of the superior laryngeal entered two ef those 
muscles, but it also passed through without 
giving off any branches. We are not to infer 
that these nerves, by merely passing through 
the constrictor muscles, impart to them their 
nervous energy. We find the sterno-mastoid 
muscle in the neck pierced by the spinal 
accessory nerve, and in proof (as it were) 
of its not imparting any of the vis nervosa 
to it, itis again seen changing its course, 
and we finally find its principal branches 
lost in the same muscle. The glosso-pharyn- 
geal nerve winds round the stylo-pharyngeus 
muscle ; but does it, on that account, impart 
its nervous power to this muscle? Again, in 
the distribution of the nerves within the 
orbit, we have a similar example. We are 
not, therefore, to infer that a nerve tra- 
versing a muscle without giving it any 
branches whatever, must necessarily endew 
that muscle with its peculiar energy. These 
investigations were repeated several times, 
and led to the conclusion, that the inferior, 
or recurrent, was the true constrictorof the 
larynx. 

It becomes me to speak with diflidence 
as to the incorrectness of any of Magendie’s 
views; but as I have been anticipated in 
my remarks by Dr. John Reid of Edin- 
burgh,* it’ will be the less presumptuous in 
me now offering mine. 

Ist, With regard to the superior laryngeal 
nerve. Magendie has for a long time taught, 
and many have adopted his views, viz., that 
it is the superior laryngeal which supplies 
the motor filaments to the muscles of the 
larynx, and, consequently, is the proper 
constrictor of this organ. “ The inferior 
laryngeal (says this distinguished physiolo- 
gist) supplies those muscles only which 
enlarge the apertures of the glottis, while 
the superior laryngeal furnishes the motor 
filaments to the muscles which shut the glot- 

Medical and Surgical Journal, 
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tis.” It is alleged, that these conclusions 
were deduced from the anatomical distribu- 
tion of these same nerves ; but such conclu- 
sions appear to be quite untenable, both 
from anatomical faets and experimental in- 
quiry. It has been stated, on a former oc- 
casion, that the* superior laryngeal nerves 
are found to be distributed to the membrane 
and glands of the larynx, and the inferior 
laryngeals to the muscles of this organ. This 
statement is not a mere conjecture ; it isa 
fact authenticated by anatomists of the first 
distinction, amongst whom I may mention 
the name of Bichat. Then, independent of 
any collateral evidence, this fact alone is 
sufficient to cast a doubt on the correctness 
of Magendie’s views regarding the constrictor 
of the larynx. Ihave already stated, that 
three of the intrinsic muscles of the larynx 
were found to be distinctly supplied by the 
inferior laryngeal nerve. My recent inves- 
tigations have led me to the same conclu- 
sion; but Dr. J. Reid goes farther : he states, 
that all the muscles which move the ary- 
tenoid cartilages are supplied by the recur- 
rent ; thus adding the arytenoid muscle to 
those above mentioned. Moreover, the 
branches of the recurrent going to those 
muscles do not-merely pass through them, 
as has been asserted, but seem to be lost in 
the fibres of the muscles they go to supply ; 
therefore it is to be inferred that they endow 
those muscles with nervous energy; or, in 
other words, they are the true motor nerves 
of the larynx, as-has been clearly demon- 
strated by the experiments of Dr. John 
Reid. It also appears, that one only of the 
intrinsic muscles of the air-tube is supplied 
by the superior laryngeal, viz., the crico-thy- 
roid, which muscle has merely the power of 
shortening the larynx from abovet down- 
wards, and, consequently, has no direct ef- 
fect on the capacity of the rima-glottidis. 
Since the experiments of Légallois, upon 
the inferior laryngeal nerve, demonstrating 
that compression, or section of it, arrested 
the movements of the muscles of the g!ottis 
and was not unfrequently followed by 
asphyxia, many physiologists have endea- 
voured, by experimenting on the lower ani- 
mals, to test the accuracy of these results, 
amongst which, I may safely say, that the 
long and laborious series of experiments as 
performed by Dr. Reid are by far the most 
conclusive. 

If we reason from analogy, we shall find 
that the superior laryngeal nerve, instead 
of being a motor, is, intrinsically, a sentient 
nerve of the larynx. For example ; let us 
consider the distribution of the nerves sup- 
plying the tongue. Here we find three dis- 
tinct pairs: the gustatory, or sentient ; the 
lingual, or motor ; aud the glosso-pharyngeal, 
or connective, The lingual, or ninth, we 


* See Lancet, No.4, vol. 1, 1838. 
+ Magendie says from below upwards, 


find dividing into filaments and supplying 
the muscular fibre of this organ. Again ; 
we see the gustatory distributing its fine 
branches along the mucous membrane and 
papilla of the tongue, in which they are 
lost. The ninth pair in the tongue performs 
a function analogous to that of the recurrent 
in the larynx; and the gustatory in the 
former corresponds to the superior laryngeal 
in the Jatter organ. The par vagum, as is 
well known, is a complex nerve; but there 
appear to be branches of this nerve whose 
functions are much more complex than others ; 
and, in my opinion, its complexity increases 
as itdescends.* The reason appears obvious ; 
we find its connection by anastamoses with 
the sympathetic, ganglionic, or involuntary 
nervous system, to much more frequent 
and free in the thorax and immediately 
below the diaphragm, than io the superior 
part of its course. By this connection the 
latter system must impart much of its in- 
voluntary nervous energy, or vis nervosa, to 
the par vagum. Thus we may explain the 
reflection of sympathy from the stomach to 
the larynx during the spasmodic paroxysms. 

As it is of considerable practical import- 
ance to have a correct knowledge of the 
mechanism of the larynx, and of its proper 
constrictor, in the treatment of this disease, 
and as infants and children are almost ex- 
clusively those who suffer from laryngeal 
asthma, we must, for the present, confine 
ourselves to an investigation of the state of 
the larynx, and its nervous distribution in 
the young subject. 

On examining the air-tube of an infant, 
which died afew weeks after birth, the fol- 
lowing arrangement of the laryngeal nerves 
was observed :— 

Superior Laryngeal.—This nerve supplied 
the arytenoid and crico-thyroid muscles with 
individual branches, the latter being a mere 
filament ; there were several small branches 
seen on the epiglottis, and mucous folds of 
the glottis ; none were distributed to the 
true muscles of voice. 

Inferior Laryngeal.—The recurrent sent 


‘distinct branches to the thyro-arytenoid and 


posterior and lateral crico-arytenoid, in which 
muscles these branches were finally lost; 
there was a small branch seen in the mucous 
folds of the glottis, clearly traceable to the 
parent trunk, and distributed also amongst 
some pale muscular fibres, apparently having 
no given point of attachment, but, on close 
inspection, appeared to be a continuation of 


* A few years ago, while engaged at the 
Hotel Dieu at Paris, on some anatomical 
inquiries relative to the “ Physiology or 
Mechanism of Blushing,” I had ample op- 
portunities of observing the beautifully in- 
terwoven connection that, existed between 
the thoracic ganglia of the sympathetic and 
this nerve, especially in the regions of the 
heart and stomach, 
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the ¢ in the undeveloped state. 
The arytenoid branch of the recurrent, as 
described by Dr. John Reid and Rudolphi, 
appeared to me, at first, to come from the 
superior laryngeal; but, from farther in- 
quiry, Lam inclined to think Dr. Reid is 
correct in his assertion. However, if it even 
did not belong to the recurrent, it would not 
affect the idea of this nerve being the proper 
constrictor of the larynx. The rotundity of 
this tube, and its comparatively undeveloped 
state, as compared with the adjoining parts, 
was particularly worthy of observation; in 
a word, its jentire appearance being so ma- 
terially different from what is observed in 
adult life. The comparative smallness of 
capacity in the larynx, at this period, with 
regard to the volume and intensity of the 
transmitted air, must, for practical purposes, 
be constantly borne in mind. We mustalso 
pay especial regard to the high state of ex- 
citability of those muscles which control 
the movements of this exquisite piece of 
mechanism. We are to look to the true 
source from whence this excitability is de- 
rived, and then we may draw our inferences 
accordingly. First, as to the 


MECHANISM OF CROWING, 


One of the chief peculiarities of this dis- 
ease is the crowing sound produced during 
each paroxysm, Now, let us investigate 
those phenomena, the occurrence of which 
are necessary for the production of this pe- 
culiar noise. In the first place we must re- 
collect that this sound is wholly an effort 
of inspiration, and in this respect is dissimilar 
to those modulations of sound produced by 
the lips in the act of whistling, and the 
arytenoid vibrations and contraction of the 
glottis while singing, the sounds produced 
in this manner being almost entirely efforts 
of expiration. It is true we can produce 
some notes while whistling by inspiration ; 
that is, continuing the sounds while we 
inspire ; but it will also be observed that 
the notes produced in this manner are, for 
the most part, grave ; in fact, we are unable 
to produce the high notes in whistling unless 
by expiration, for then it is we have most 
command over the lips in graduating their 
movements, and in increasing or diminishing 
their opening, according as we wish to pro- 
duce grave or acute sounds, Now, in the 
paroxysm of laryngeal asthma, the sounds 
produced by crowing are invariably grave 
at first, and gradually become more and more 
acute, according to the intensity of the fit, 
until it reaches its acme, In severe cases all 
sound is then suspended for some moments ; 
and, if the attack does not terminate fatally, 
we observe the same sounds as before sub- 
siding by an inverse or retrograde scale ; 
how those various intonations are effected 
appears to be at the same time both simple 
and beautiful, We have already spoken of 
the inordinate sensibility peculiar to early 
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life; and when we know that any infringe- 
ment upon the internal functions tends to 
heighten this state to that of feverish excite. 
ment, we may easily iofer what would be 
the consequence of an over-loaded stomach 
in the early days of infancy, when this organ 
has no great end or reservoir for containing 
digested food. When an infant of a nervous 
temperament, especially if it be a female, is 
frequently over-fed (and this very error is 
most generally the cause of laryngeal asthma) 
the digestive process becomes arrested, the 
food instead of conveying nutriment to the 
system acts the part of a foreign body, and 
thus produces a reaction in the economy 
that finally strikes upon those parts which, 
from idiosyncrasy or constitution, are the 
most susceptible of abnormal impressions. 
In irritable spoon-fed children, it usually 
strikes upon the larynx, and here is the 
chain of action, according to my view of the 
subject. 

The morbid impression being made on 
the stomach (the centre of sympathies) it is 
transmitted by the pneumogastric nerve, 
partly to the brain; hence strabismus, di- 
lated pupils, &c., but principally through the 
laryngeals to the larynx and its muscles. 
These parts, already irritable, are rendered 
doubly so from the continued impressions 
conveyed to them from the stomach through 
the medium of complex nerves. The result 
is, that the muscles of the larynx are thrown 
into action, and as the constrictor power of 
this organ preponderates over the dilator, 
it becomes finally seized with spasm, the 
intensity of which varies according to the 
intensity and duration of the exciting cause. 
This abnormal action of the laryngeal mus- 
cles succeeds in diminishing the calibre 
of the air-tube, in consequence of which it 
is necessary that the current of air to be 
inspired must be lessened in volume, and, 
by hurriea respiration, increased in velocity 
in order that the lungs may receive their 
usual supply of oxygen in a given time. 
The impression is here made on the true 
sentient nerve (the superior laryngeal), 
whose filaments we have already described 
as endowing the lips of the glottis and their 
vicinity with the most exquisite sensibility ; 
from thence it is thrown, by a retrograde 
movement, upon the spinal column, which 
reflects it instantaneously through the re- 
currents (the true motor nerves) to the mus- 
cles of the glottis. These muscles are then 
thrown into violent action, the arytenoid 
cartilages approximate, the glottis becomes 
nearly closed, and the crowiag sounds now 
produced by the inhalation or suction of air, 
gradually progress with the spasm, rising 
from a hoarse crow to a piercing shrill cry, 
which latter gives evidence of the paroxysm 
being at its height. The last shrill sound 
is not always continued ; it will be observed 
sometimes broken, simulating the sound 


produces by a warped reed, and when this 
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occurs, T am led to infer that the lips of the 
glottis are neither closed nor yet separate, 
bat from the height of spasm seem to be in 
a state of quiveriug or undulating centact,* 
3, North Crescent, Bedford-square, 
July 20, 1838. 


CASE OF DIABETES. 
By Wm, Reip Cranny,M.D., Sunderland, 


Diasetic urine contains gases similar in 
nature to those which I found in arterial 
blood. (Vide Lancer for the year 1833-4 et 
seq.) We know that all human organised 
substances have the property, when they 
come into contact with air, to convert a por- 
tion of its oxygen into carbonic acid gas, 
which takes place with it when the blood 
is removed from the body ; besides, experi- 
ments have demonstrated that in vertebrated 
animals the principal effect of mutual reac- 
tion between air and blood falls upon the 
colouring matter or free carbon. 

The serum of blood, unmixed with co- 
louring matter, equally readily converts a 
portion of oxygen into carbonic acid; but 
this quantity is very insigaificant in compa- 
rison to that which disappears when colour- 
ing matter is mixed withthe serum. In this 
reaction the brown-black coleur of the 
venous blood is converted into a vermillion 
tint, as all medical men know. The urine 
of diabetic patients is sweet to the taste, 
from a species of sugar which is supposed te 
be similar to sugar extracted from grapes. 
At the commencement of this disease the first 
symptom which presents itself is a free dis- 
charge of urine, more copious than usual, and 
we also observe that the appetite gradually 
fails, whilst at the same time very little fluid 
passes by the alimentary canal, or the skin. 
The patient is generally weakened in mind 
and in body, The urine diminishes in quan- 
tity as the saccharine quality increases ; and 
vice versa. 

Diabetic urine is commonly straw co- 
loured, though I have observed a whey tint 
in some cases. The smell is frequently that 
of new hay or of appie tea. The salts of 
diabetic urine seldom vary from the healthy 
standard, except in the relative proportions 
in respect to the water of the urine; but 
towards an unfavourable termination of the 
disease, when hectic fever takes place, the 
urine becomes albuminous, At whatever 
time this state of urine occurs, we may rea- 
dily cause fermentation by adding yeast, and 
from the process of fermentation we obtain 
abundance of alcohol. 

Having penned these preliminary remarks, 
I will now proceed to give some account of 


t The voice is not now produced by the chorde 
vocales, but by the lips of the glottis which carry 
on that function g the paroxysm of crow- 
ing. 


acase of diabetes which came under my 
professional treatment in our Infirmary. 

John Sharper, wt. 40, sailor, who had 
been for a length of time at sea, and was 
formerly a strong and well-proportioned 
man, though at present he is much emaciated 
and weak on his legs. 

He re that in the month of August 
1836, when liftinga heavy load of timber, 
he felt something strain in his side, and the 
following night he was seized with incessant 
vomiting and purging, and after a certain 
time elapsed he was distressed with thirst, 
and an involuntary discharge of urine. 

In the month of December of the same 
year he availed himself of medical assist- 
ance, both at Woolwich and at Greenwich, 
but did not experience much relief. 

Inthe month of January 1837, he was re- 
ceived on board of the Dreadnought hospi- 
tal ship, and was cupped and blistered, and 
other remedies were carefully employed for 
the space of two months, but his disease 
was not materially alleviated. After this 
he returned to Sunderland and became a 
patient of one of our physicians. He was 
frequently bled, and underwent very severe 
treatment, and felt himself almost freed from 
the diabetic affection. 

In the month of June following he sailed 
to Archangel, and on the voyage experienced 
several severe gales, and the disease re- 
turned. He called in the medical aid of a 
surgeon at Archangel, from whom he re- 
ceived no relief. Upon the voyage home he 
had the misfortune to fall from the mast 
head and received a severe contusion upen 
the loins, and for which, being at sea, he had 
no surgical aid. 

He was admitted into the Sunderland In- 
firmary upon the 25th day of December, 
1837, which was my receiving day. 

His bowels were constipated, and he had 
a slight pain in the lumbar region. Four 
gallons of urine were voided in twenty-four 
hours, remarkably pale in colour, The 
smell reminded himself of newly mown hay. 
The taste of the urine was saccharine. 

The specific gravity of this fluid was 
1034. The urine was submitted to the ac- 
tion of the air-pump, in my apparatus, and 
from ten ounces I obtained the following 
gases. 

Oxygen 
Carbonic acid 


1.90 

Upon a careful evaporation of a wine pint 
of urine ina glass capsule, I found the resi- 
duum to be 651.2 grains, which appeared 
like Venice turpentine, and tasted lusciously 
sweet. The bowels were constipated, and he 
complained of slight pain in the loins. The 
following aperient pills were ordered :— 

Comp. aloetic pill, 3i. Divide into 20 
pills ; take two according to circumstances, 
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Oxygen 
Carbonic acid 
Nitrogen 


’ Nourishing diet was ordered for him, and 
he was directed to avoid all liquids, as 
much as possible, and to keep his mind tran- 

nil. 
. On the Ist of January, 1838, I find the 
bowels by the use of the piils are kept in an 
easy state, 


The urine has not been diminished in| lead 


quantity. Twenty-four ounces of blood were 
taken from the arm, in which I found the 
usua] quantity of gases (vide Lancer. for 
1834, page 757). The crassamentum was very 
dark and ‘cupped, and the serum appeared 
like whey of cow’s milk. I took great 

ins in following the method adopted by 
Dr. Woolaston, in order, chemicaily, to de- 
tect sugar, if such substance existed in. this 
blood, but could not succeed. I also em- 
ployed the following plan. I mixed three 
ounces of the clear serum with a similar 
quantity of distilled water, containing as 
much albumen ovi as itcould suspend. The 
mixture was thrown upon a filter, and after 
filtration it was carefully evaporated in a 
glass capsule, but I found that the moist re- 
siduum was not in the least saccharinic in 
taste. I also evaporated three ounces of this 
serum, and treated the residuam with alco- 
hol in order to dissolve the extract-like sub- 
stance (which we find in human serum), 
the salts, and also sugar if any. When 
this alcoholic solution was sufficiently eva- 
porated I could not find any crystallised 
grains of sugar in the residuum, nor was I 
sensible of auy saccharine taste. By the 
latter process we readily obtain crystallised 
grains of sugar in diabetic urine, and which 
is very similar to grape sugar, 

At this time, viz., Ist January, the bowels 
were costive and six grains of protochloride 
of mercury, in the form of a bolus, were 
taken, and a saline aperient three hours 
afterwards. These medicines did not fail to 
effect all I required. 

Jan.4. No evident change, continue the 
aperient medicines. 

7. He passes four gallons of urine in 
twenty-fourhours. His nights are disturbed. 

Acetate of lead, gr. vi. ; 

Powdered opium, gr. ss. ; 

Powder of scammony, gr. iij. A bolus; 
one thricea day, Ordered to avoid drinking 
fluids of every description. 

9. The urine is less in quantity and its 
colourhigher. Heiscostive. Repeatbolus 
and laxative draught, Full diet, with ani- 
mal food, 

10. Venesection to repeat bolus and 
laxative draught. tinue the bolus of 
acetate of lead. 

12. Quantity of urine decreased, and a 
portion of it was taken for chemical inves- 
tigation. The specific gravity of this fluid 
was 1030, and the residuum in the capsule, 
afler evaporation from a wine pint, weighed 
574.4 grains. Ten ounces of this urine 
contained 


.08 


— 


1.95 
He experiences considerable nausea after 
swallowing the bolus containing acetate of 


Acetate of lead, gr. v. ; ’ 

Powder of scammony, gr.iij.; - 

Black pepper, gr. ij. A bolus, to be taken 
as before. 

14, Sickness abated,and bowels consti- 
pated, The ucine is still sweet in taste. 

Powder of scammony and comp, extract of 
colocynth, aa. 53s. Make 20 pills ; to take 
two as they may be wanted. 

17. Quantity of urine increased. Con- 
tinue the bolus, adding one grain of acetas 
plumbi to each. 

20. Urine considerably decreased 
tity, and not so saccharine in taste as - 
tofore. Continue medicaments. 

21. Improves daily, and gains strength. 
Continue remedies. 

22. Continues to improve. Urine now 
to two gallons per diem. Repeat 

us. 

23. Improves daily. Continue remedies. 

24. Urine still less in quantity; the taste 
is not very sweet ; is costive. A spoonful 
of castor oil in the morning. Bolus with 
iii gr. of acetate of lead, 

26. Continue the other remedies. 

29. The patient passes one gallon only of 
urine in twenty-four hours. The specific 
gravity of the urine is 1021, and a wine pint 
of this fluid left 406.1 grains of residuum. 
A current of hydrosulphuric acid gas was 
passed through several ounces of the urine, 
but did not alter its colour. When a quar- 
ter of a grain of acetas plumbi was dissolved 
in twenty ounces of this fluid, a black tint 
showed itself in the course of the current of 
the gas. From this we understand that 
though the patient had taken very large 
doses of acetate of lead thrice a day, from 
the 7th to the 20th of January, no lead could 
be detected in the urine by the agency of 
hydrosulphuric acid gas. 

21. Continues to improve in every respect. 
I find that upon evaporation of a wine pinot 
of urine, 249.3 grains of residuum were left 
in the capsule, which to the tongue were 
scarcely saccharine. Omit the bolus con- 
taining acetate of lead. Repeat the comp. 
calomel bolus and the laxative draught. 
The quantity of urine was now about half 
a wine gallon in twenty-four hours. The 
patient, with the exception of the residuum, 
might be considered as restored to health. 
I permitted him to remain in the Infirmary 
to recruit his strength, placed him upon full 
and nutritious diet, and directed the repeti- 
tion of his aperient medicine when needful. 

Feb. 21. On visiting my patients to-day 
T found that John Sharper had exposed him- 
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self in a most severe night to a current of 
frosty air, in a long passage, and had in- 
dulged, more than once, at a brewery in the 
neighbourhood ot the Infirmary, in copious 
libations of ale. I was shocked at such 
conduct, being against positive orders, and 
likely in his state to prove most serious, for 
his head was swollen and red from an at- 
Sharpe 

‘pon the 4th o poor r 
died, from the new disease, though every 
remedial care and attention had been be- 
stowed upon him; indeed, he was a lost 
man from the first hour of the attack of ery- 
sipelas, as the brain appeared to bear the 
brunt of the attack. He lay upon his back 
in a state of insensibility, and was so pas- 
sive that no effort we could employ appear- 
ed to rouse him, 

From this report it will be seen by the 
readers of Tue Lancet, that the “ fons et 
origo” of the diabetic attack of J. Sharper, 
were the kidneys, and that the blood was 
not the seat of the disease. 

In my opinion, the kidneys manufactured 
the sugar which I found in the urine. We 
are aware that nature effects wonderful 
changes by the play of affinities, particu- 
larly in the human body, and it is remark- 
able that Dr. Prout’s experimental results 
agree with M. Gay Lussac’s theory of 
sugar being a compound of 40 parts of car- 
bon, added to 60 of water, or its elements. 
We have abundance of carbon, or what I 
call free carbon, in the blood, for the forma- 
tion of sugar in the kidneys of diabetic 
patients. 

This remark recalls to my mind the valu- 
able paper of Professor Magnus (inserted 
in Tue Lancet for the 17th of February last, 
upon the contained in the blood), 
translated from the “ Journal de Parmacie,” 
for Dec. 1837. 

The Professor’s experiments corroborate 
my original investigations of the blood, 
which appeared in Tur Lancet for Satur- 
day, 23rd of August, 1834, though different 
plans for obtaining the gases from the blood 
were adopted. 

I am indebted to my kind friend, Mr. Tor- 
bock, M.R.C.S., for performing the dissec- 
tion, and drawing up an account thereof, 
which I take leave to transmit in his own 
words. I remain, Sir, your obedient hum- 
ble servant. 

W. Rep Cianyy. 

Sunderland, July 5, 1838. 


Autopsy twenty-four hours after death. 


On external examination every part of the 
body seemed to be much emaciated, and re- 
duced in bulk, except the abdomen, which 
was distended with what was afterwards 
found to be air collected in the colon, 
When the muscles covering the abdomen 
were thrown back they were found to be 
very pale and slender, and little or no fat in 
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the cellular tissue. On opening the cavity 
of the abdomen there Sao tant many 
Strong adhesions, more especially to the 
convex portion of the liver, ascending, de- 
scending, and transverse arch of the colon, 
The stomach was very large, flaccid, and 
had « pulpy appearance, softened, and 
thickened ; small intestines,—natural size 
and appearance, except a portion of the je- 
junum, to the extent of about three inches 
the coats of which were much distended 
with blood, even at their minutest ramifica- 
tions, as if they had been filled with a red 
injection. The colon very much enlarged, 
being distended with air, and forming an 
extensive donbling under the liver, to which 
it was adhering, and throughout its whole 
length very many little balls of hardened 
feces. The liver healthy, but strongly 
adhering to the diaphragm. Gall-bladder 
large and flaccid, containing a quantity of 
deep yellow bile. The kidneys were bound 
down by strong adhesive bands, more espe- 
cially the left, which was found to be much 
augmented in size; the several vessels 
large and distended with blood, The ure- 
ters considerably dilated throughout their 
whole extent. The bladder capacious, its 
coats thickened, and contained a quantity of 
urine. On making a section of the left kid- 
ney the cortical substance was found to be 
much enlarged and granulated. Tabuli uri- 
niferi softened, and of a brown-red colour ; 
the papillz large, and the calyces, or infun- 
dibula also much enlarged, as well as the 
pelvis of the kidney. No other morbid 
state of structure was perceived. Thorax 
not examined. Examination of the brain.— 
On making a section through the scalp it 
was found to be distended with serum. 
The dura mater vascular, and the glandule 
Pacchioni externe very numerous, and 
much enlarged. Very small quantity of 
blood in the several sinuses. The pia mater, 
both at the surfuce and base of the brain, 
was exceedingly vascular, and between the 
several convolutions a deposition of coagu- 
lable lymph, The cerebrum, cerebellum, 
and medulla oblongata very firm. The 
whole of the ventricles were filled with 
serum, The choroid plexus colourless. On 
the removal of the brain, four ounces of 
serum were found at the base. The nerves 
passing through the several foramina were 
exceedingly soft, and of a medullary con- 
sistence. 
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DISLOCATION OF THE SHOULDER 
JOINT, AFTER FOUR WEEKS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin :—As a parallel to the case which 
you have transcribed into the pages of your 
valuable Journal of June 16, last, from the 
Pennsylvania Medical Examiner,” I beg to 
submit the following one of luxation of the 
humerus, which was reduced twenty-eight 
days after the accident, for insertion, I re- 
main, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. 

West Auckland, July 12, 1838, 


Casr.—On the 9th of January last, I was 
requested to visit Wm. Jameson, who had 
come from a place distant two or three miles 
in the country, and was waiting my arrival 
ataninn. I found a hardy-looking farmer, 
who bore the marks of having once been 
robust and muscular, but now was reduced 
with pain, anxiety,and age. His arm, which, 
together with his hand and fingers was enor- 
mously swollen with an oedematous effu- 
sion, was suspended from his neck in a 
handkerchief. As all attention up to this 
period had been bestowed on the arm and 
elbow (the complaint being alone referred 
to those parts), the arm was neatly enough 
encircled in a bandage. But lately some 
person had hinted that the shoulder was 
dislocated, I therefore placed my fingers 
below the acromion process of the scapula 
to feel for the head of the humerus, but in- 
stead of that I felt only the depression of the 
glenoid cavity, and on removing his coat and 
shirt, and more minutely examining the 
shoulder, I found the head of the humerus 
lodged beneath the pectoral muscle. 

The accident occurred about four weeks 
before. One dark night he was stooping to 
open a gate while on horseback, and missing 
his hold he fell from his horse to the ground. 
For the first week no medical man was con- 
sulted, and as the pain and swelling made 
their appearance in the arm and elbow, it 
was thought that the accident consisted of 
nothing more than a contusion, Some ap- 
plications, therefore, procured from a drug- 
gist, were made use of. A medical gentle- 
men was now called in as amendment did 
not take place ; and as no complaint, I be- 
lieve, was made to him respecting the shoul- 
der, the surgeon treated the arm for the re- 
duction of the swelling alone withoat effect, 
for about twenty-one days. It was at the 
end of this period that the patient came 
under my care, when I found him in the state 
before described. 

From the long continuance of pain, and 
consequent loss of appetite and sleep, he 
was much depressed aud emaciated; and 


as, moreover, he was sixty-five years of age, 
I considered it would be most advisable to 
attempt reduction without the aid of bleed- 
ing or emetic tartar. Having no pulleys 
at hand, I fixed the scapula by means ofone 
jack towel, and increased the power of ex- 
tension by means of another fastened above 
the elbow in the form of a noose, At first I 
placed but one person at each towel as an- 
tagonists to sah dien, but they pulled and 
I exerted myself without avail. I was 
therefore obliged to recruit my forces with 
the addition of two other persons on each 
side. The extension was now made in the 
direction downwards in order to dislodge 
the head from beneath the pectoral muscle, 
which was effected in the course of a quarter 
of an hour. It now required all my exer- 
tions, as well as those of a person placed 
above the patient, to lift in a perpendicular 
direction, to get the bone ever the edge of 
the glenoid cavity ; at last, to our inexpressi- 
ble joy, it went in with an audible snap. 
But so shallow had the cavity become, and 
the ligaments were so relaxed, that on lifting 
the arm up in order to be absolutely certain 
whether the bone was in its proper place or 
not, it again slipped out, and our exertions 
were necessary to be renewed, but for a 
much less duration of time, for we had the 
satisfaction to hear the same distinct snap 
before the extension had been long kept up. 
The arm and shoulder were now properly 
secured with a bandage, in order to prevent 
any displacement for the future. Being re- 
lieved from his pain and anxiety, he went 
home and was refreshed with sleep. By 
means of stimulating liniments and all 
pressure being removed, which impeded the 
return of the blood, the swelling of the arm 
and hand gradually subsided, his appetite 
and sleep returned, and on the last time I 
saw him he was working in the fields, in his 
wonted health, and with as much strength as 
might, in a man of his years, be expected, 


ProresstonaL TEsTIMONTAL.—Mr, Pear- 
son, of Clapham, an able and well-known 
medical practitioner, having retired from his 
practice, in favor of Dr. Mantell, of Brigh- 
ton, a meeting of his friends and patients 
assembled in the picture gallery of Mr. 
Allnutt, of Clapham Common, on Monday 
evening, the 16th ult., and presented to Mr. 
Pearson a massive silverepergne, bearing the 
following inscription:—*“ Presented by the 
friends of William Pearson, Esq,, F.R.S., 
on his leaving Clapham, after a residence of 
fourteen years. success of high pro- 
fessional skill alone would have entitled 
him to a testimony of respect; but the sen- 
timent they desire chiefly to communicate, 
is gratitude for unwearied kindness and dis- 
interested friendship, July, 1838.” 
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PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND SUR- 
GICAL ASSOCIATION, 
(Abridged from the “ Worcester Journal.) 


Tue Sixth Anniversary Meeting of this 
Society was held on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, the 18th and 19th instant, at Bath. 
Dr, Botsracon having taken the chair on 
the 18th, Dr, Hastings commenced the pro- 
ceedings by reading the Report of the Coun- 
cil, of which the following is an abstract :— 


DISTRICT BRANCHES, 


Since the last anniversary two district 
branches have been added to those which 
were then in existence, viz., one at Newton, 
in Lancashire, called the Newton Branch, 
comprehending members residing at Man- 
chester, Liverpool, Warrington, and several 
towns in the north of England ; the other at 
Shrewsbury, called the Shropshire and North 
Wales District Branch, There are now, 
therefore, six branches: the Eastern, the 
Wells, the Southern, the Bath, the Newton 
and the Shropshire branch of the Provincial 
Medical Association. 


FINANCES, 


It is very satisfactory to discover at the 
end of a year, during which the demands 
upon the funds have been greater than be- 
fore, that the income has been so far in- 
creased that a larger balance than on the 
last oceasion of our assembling together is 
in the hands of the treasurers, 


BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


The connection of a Benevolent Fund 
with the Association is too important to be 
by unnoticed. The Council are 
happy to congratulate the members on the 
fund having come into active operation ; but, 
as a report will be presented descriptive of 
what has been done by the Benevolent Com- 
mittee, it will not be necessary to do more 
in this place than strongly to recommend 
this object of the Association to the cordial 
support of the members. The Committee at 
Cheltenham last year recommended collect- 
ing contributions in small sums, This re- 
commendation has been acted upon by a 
member at Warrington, who, through the 
assistance of friends, has collected upwards 
of thirty pounds, thus proving that, by a 
little exertion, a considerable addition may 
in this manner be made to the funds, 


PAROCHIAL MEDICAL RELIEF, 

The ~~ of parochial medical relief, 
to which so much attention has been given 
by this Association, is still in an unsettled 
state; but the House of Commons have 
entered upon the investigation of this diffi- 
cult subject, and it is much to be desired 
that the combined wisdom of our parliamen- 


vise some means by which an improvement 
may be effected in the present system. For 
the convenience of members, and for the 
purpose of substantiating the statements 
contained in the Poor-Law Committee Re- 
port, and with the hope of ensuring a com- 
plete and candid investigation, the Council 
appointed a competent delegate to be pre- 
sent at the medical inquiry, Two members 
of the late Poor-Law Committee appointed 
by the Association have also been examined 
before the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons, and have thus had an oppor- 
pens | of detailing the evils and pointing 
out the deficiencies of the present system of 
parochial medical relief, and at the same 
time of supporting the recommendations for 
amendment contained in the two reports 
adopted by the Association, with such addi- 
tions and improvements as time and further 
consideration have suggested. 


PRIZE ESSAY. 

The Committee appointed at Cheltenham 
to fix on the subject of the Thackeray Prize, 
sent in their report early in the present year, 
and the Council have announced that a 
prize of fifty pounds will be awarded to the 
author cf the best Essay, having for its 
object the investigation of the sources of the 
common continued fevers of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and the ascertaining of the cir- 
cumstances which favour the diffusion of 
these diseases, and also those circumstances 
which may have a tendency to render them 
communicable from one person to another, 
The prize will be open to the competition 
of the members of every credited school of 
medicine and surgery in the United Kingdom, 
and the Essays are to be sent to the Secre- 
taries of the Association on or before the 
Ist of January, 1840. 

EMPIRICISM, 

The evils resulting from quackery are of 
so obvious a nature, and it tends so mach 
to obstruct the steady progress of medical 
science, that its suppression is devoutly to 
be wished. Within the last two or three 
years there has been a growing opinion that 
the Legislature should interfere, and endea- 
vour to lessen these evils. It is, however, 
certain that no legislative enactment could 
be so framed as to prevent those who are 
ignorant from placing reliance on quacks, 
and it would not be easy to interdict the 
swallowing of their pills and potions; but 
though legislative authority may not have 
either the right or power directly to suppress 
quackery, it need not give it sanction and 
su , as is now done. 

Council, therefore, advise that a 
committee of members be appointed at this 
anniversary to consider the ratare, extent, 
and evils of quackery, and to report on the 
same, with a view of devising such correc- 
tions as the exposition thas made may indi- 
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The Report having been received nem. 
con., the Council discussed the various reso- 
Jutions which were to be brought forward 
before the general meeting, and which, be- 
side those referring to the admission of 
foreign honorary corresponding members, 
embraced a multiplicity of “ thanks” to the 
various officers of the Association. 


GENERAL MEETING. 


& The general meeting of the members took 
place on Wednesday evening, at the Lecture- 
room of the Bath Literary Institution. 

Dr. Boisracon again took the chair, and 
immediately proceeded to read his address, 
of which our limits will permit us to give 
only a very feeble outline. After some ge- 
neral remarks the Doctor took occasion to 
refer to the presentation of their address to the 
Queen, and said that, “in conformity with 
your resolution at the last meeting, your du- 
tiful and loyal address to our gracious and 
youthful Queen was presented and graci- 
ously received by her Majesty, through the 
flattering introduction to her royal presence 
of her first Minister of State. (Cheers,) The 
next, perhaps the most pleasing communica- 
tion it is my duty to deliver, isthat of the gra- 
tifying, indeed the flattering reception of 
your deputation by the highest in rank and 
most influential in character and talent 
among the leading members of our profes- 
sion in the Metropolis. My distinguished 
and learned colleagues who accompanied 
and graced my humble pretensions with 
their support, received from one of the 
brightest ornaments of surgical science— 
= I mention the name of Sir Astley 

oper ?)—( cheering )—a reception which, 
for liberal and splendid hospitality, could 
not be exceeded—imparting honour and con- 
sequence to your body through your accre- 
dited representative, by drawing around his 
table, for the occasion, a great portion of the 
elite of metropolitan celebrity, who vied 
with “ our host” in doing honour to an As- 
sociation which will soon connect, by links 
of courtesy and kind feeling, the best in- 
terests of the profession at large, and unite 
the provinces with the Metropolis in a com- 
mon bond of union, alike important to its 
own dignity and the best interests of the 
Society itself. Should it therefore, Gentle- 
men, fall within the scope or intention of 
your Council to make the Metropolis, at 
either an earlier or Jater period, the focus 
of your annual meeting; should your 
* Jocal habitation” at any time be pitched 
in that mighty arena of talent and science, 
your name shall have honourably preceded 
you; and I think I shall be supported by 
my able and learned colleagues in assuring 
you that you will be received by our metro- 
politan brethren (of the highest distinction) 
with a friendliness and good-will, arising 
from the importance to society and to the 
profession at large of the cause that unites 


you, as well as with a courteous liberality, 
that will not only render a visit to London 
a duty to ourselves but will also constitute 
a delightful re-union with those medical 
chiefs, most of whom we may have known 
in our earlier years, and who will them- 
selves thus learn how best to appreciate 
provincial talent, through an equally solid, 
though perhaps less brilliant celebrity. 

Having, by the foregoing flourish, proved 
that he was well qualified to act as trumpeter 
to the Society, Dr. Boisragon thus intro- 
duced Dr. Barlow to the notice of the So- 
ciety. “In presenting to you, Gentlemen, 
your new (and no less able than new) Pre- 
sident, I have only to meation the name 
of Barlow—(great cheering)—to secure 
your confidence and highest approbation— 
a name long associated with all that can 
command respect in our liberal and en- 
lightened profession—a name that has dis- 
tinguished itself in various departments of 
sound investigation and medical philosophy, 
and upon which the worthy owner will, in 
your presidential chair, confer no less 
honour than he received from it by that 
devotion to your interests which his charac- 
ter and reputation warrant me in attaching 
to his name.” 

The thanks of Dr. Bartow were ex- 
pressed in a temperate and becoming man- 
ner. He assured the Association that their 
“* designs” were now fully known and that 
the rapid extension of the Association 
furnished the most unequivocal assurance of 
their being justly appreciated. Dr. Barlow 
then referred to the main objects for which 
they were associated. These were the ad- 
vancement of medical science,—and the 
maintenance of the honour and respectabi- 
lity of the profession. These objects are 
intimately connected ; for unless science be 
diligently and effectively cultivated, the 
honour and respectability of the profession 
would rest on a very slight foundation ; and 
unless the honour and respectability were 
otherwise maintained, on the high ground 
of moral integrity and liberal sentiment, no 
advance in science could vindicate its claim 
to that high estimation in which it has 
through ages been held. To thé cultivation 
of medical science their endeavours have 
been hitherto directed, with an earnestness 
and steadiness of which it becomes not me 
here to speak. However little these endea- 
vours may have hitherto produced, they 
have at least been exerted witha zeal worthy 
of the cause which called them forth. My 
present purpose however (said Dr. Barlow), 
is not to dilate on these efforts or their 
fruits, but to impress on you all that they 
who would judge of the value of our Asso- 
ciation, even by the efforts already made, or 
the products which have resulted from them, 
would form but a very imperfect estimate 
of the benefits which our Association is 


conferring, and which it cannot fail eventu- 
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ally to realise. It has been asked, and in a 
depreciating tone and unfriendly spirit, what 
have we done’? The very question conveys 
to me the conviction that the party proposing 
ithas no adequate conception of the subject 
on which he affects to seek information. 
No one really imbued with the love of sci- 
ence, or the spirit of truth, would ever form 
the conception of judging us by so crude 
and inadequate atest. It is, no doubt, true 
that fruits should be the proof by which 
modes of cultivation should be judged ; but 
surely not till time be given for seeds to 
germinate and plants to fructify. In our 
cultivation of medical science, it surely 
cannot be barren of fruits when upwards of 
one thousand energetic members of a liberal 
and enlightened profession are incited by 
the inspiriting stimulus which this Associa- 
tion supplies, to exert their best faculties 
and most earnest efforts for investigating 
those truths of nature which it has ever 
been the object and aim of our profession to 
explore. I am not impatient for brilliant 
discoveries, such as the history of science 
has shown to occur only at intervals few and 
far between. Science is ever of slow ad- 
vance, if this is to be judged by the sudden 
bounds by which consummate genius starts 
a-head of contemporary talent, marking 
epochs in the history of the science. But 
itis ever steadily progressive, if we note 
the slow but sure,—the humble, unpretend- 
ing, but diligent and unwearied labour with 
which its ordinary votaries endeavour to ex- 
tend it. Among these humble labourers do 
we class ourselves ; with the merit attaching 
to such labour we will be content, and on 
the result of such labour are we satisfied to 
rely. On the second head of my present 
address, that, namely, which relates to the 
maintenance of the h and respectabi 

lity of the profession, I shall be very brief, 
—for this honour and respectability must 
ever flow not from self-elating pretensions or 
arrogant claims to consideration, but from the 
professional skill and moral worth of the 
individual members. As the aggregate of 
parts constitutes the whole, so must the 
maintenance of honour and respectability by 
each individual member of our Association 
ensure beyond the possibility of failure the 
continuance of these long enjoyed attributes 
to the collective body ; and when I consider 
the high moral qualities which the members 
of our body on all occasions display, the 
talents they evince, and the zeal they mani- 
fest, to all of which even the brief records 
of our Association already bear ample testi- 
mony, I can entertain no fears of our ever, 
as a profession, descending from that high 
moral eminence, on which the opinions of 
the world, and the express declaration of 
several of the sagest and most acute ob- 
servers of human nature, have for ages 
placed us. On the conduct of our indivi- 


dual members I confidently rely for preserv- 


ing unsullied that reputation which the pro- 
fession has hitherto maintained. Dr. Bar- 
low then delivered some judicious observa- 
tions on the conduct and responsibility of 
corporate bodies and terminated his dis- 
course by entreating the assembly not to 
sacrifice a diligent observation of nature 
for a vain aspiration after dazzling theories. 

Dr. Hastines then read the Council’s Re- 
port, an abstract of which we have given 
above. 

Dr. Macartney, of Dublin, proposed its 
adoption, but there was one point in the 
Report to which he should venture to hold 
an opposite opinion. In the course of his 
experience, and while being examined before 
Committees of the House of Commons, he 
had reason to be of opinion that quackery 
ought to be visited with most severe legal 
punishment, or at the least to be made 
equally penal with the crime of obtaining 
money under false pretences. He believed 
the Legislature possessed the power to cause 
its suppression if they would only exert it. 
The learned Doctor then moved the adop- 
tion of the Report. 

Dr. Grorce Grecory, of London, se- 
conded the resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolutions of thanks to Dr. Boisragon, 
to the Secretaries, Dr. Hastings and Mr. 
Sheppard ; to the Council, Dr, Otto, &c., 
were then unanimously carried. 

Some slight symptoms of a disposition to 
recalcitrate were manifested by Dr. Shute, 
of Gloucester, but these were soon subdued 
by a facetious anecdote of Dr. Malden. 

Dr. Suurte, of Gloucester, moved, and Dr. 
Home, of Manchester, seconded the Poor- 
Law Committee resolution, which was as 
follows :— 

“That the Poor-Law Committee be re- 
appointed to watch the further progress of 
the subject through Parliament, and to sug- 
gest to the Council from time to time such 
measures as may appear to them necessary 
to meet the circumstances as they arise ; and 
that Mr. Rumsey, of Chesham ; Mr. Ceeley, 
of Aylesbury ; Mr. Addison, of Malvern ; 
Mr. Toogood, of Bridgwater; and Mr. 
Yeatman, of Frome, form that Committee.” 

It was then moved by Mr. Mortimer, of 
Clifton, and seconded by Mr. Yearmay, of 
Frome, that Liverpool be the place of meet- 
ing next year, and that Dr. Jeffreys be the 
President-elect ; which was unanimously 
agreed to. 

Dr. Jerrreys, of Liverpool, returned his 
sincere thanks for the great honour they had 
done him and the profession at Liverpool, 
by selecting that place for their meeting, 

Mr. Dopp, of Chichester, in moving the 
resolution relating to small-pox and vaccina- 
tion, read an ingenious paper, tending to 
prove that quackery had a most baneful in- 
fluence on the proper development of the 
benefits of vaccination, In many foreiga 
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countries small-pox was either totally ex- 
tinct, or only considered as a very mild 
disease, merely because a regular system of 
vaccination was established. 

After the transaction of other 
business the meeting adjourned till the fol- 
lowing morning ; when the members again 
met at the Lecture-room of the Institution, 
Dr.{Grecory, of London, produced some 
papers charged with new “ points” of vac- 
cine lymph, which he distributed to the gen- 
tlemen near him, and stated that any gen- 
tleman wishing to procure a supply of the 
“ point” might get any quantity by apply- 
ing to the Physician o the Small-pox - 
pita!, London, 

Dr. Jounstone Attxin, of Poole, read a 
communication respecting the use of the sea 
plant called fucus esculatus, or “ tangle,” in 

room of the more extensive and less 
suitable gum bougies, in cases of stricture of 
the rectum aod urethra. He had used it 
successfully in his own practice, and he 
of it upon the Council 


Dr. Tueovore Botskacon produced some 
drawings, executed by himself, of the hu- 
man skeleton, and announced his determi- 
nation to publish them at a very reduced 


price. 

Dr. Conotty, of Cheltenham, read the 
Report of the Benevolent Fund Committee, 
which showed the increasing utility of its 
operations, The receipts for the past year 
were £34 4s.; the donations amounted to 
£84 63.6d.; the subscriptions, £115 3¢.; 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, August 4, 1838. 


Tue manner in which the judicial pro« 
ceedings of Coroners’ Courts ate conducted 
in England is as unsatisfactory as it is re- 
volting. When instances are occurring 
every day in the newspapers, it may ap- 
pear, perhaps, useless to direct attention 
to single inquests; but the medical evi- 
dence delivered, or at least reported, in the 
case of the late Mr. Pow, was altogether so 
imperfect, so erroneous, and so absurd, that 
we cannot forbear asking,—as we have often 
asked,—how long this state of things is to 
continue? The Jury brought in a verdict 
of “ Wilfal murder against Henry Myers, 
and against AnceLtna Pow,” who have 
been committed on the Coroner’s warrant 
for trial to Newgate; so that for very ob- 
vious reasons we shall not enter into the 
merits of the case, but refer solely to some 
points in the medical evidence, that are cal- 
culated to exhibit, in vivid colours, the per- 


total, £233 13s.6d. Expenditure, £89 5s. 
Total balance, £144 8s.6d. This balance 


belongs to what is called the “ permanent 


fund,” and is not available to the general 
purposes of the Society, but is applied in 
the shape of annuities to widows and or- 


Dr. Matoen, of Worcester, was the gentle- 
man appointed to read the retrospective ad- 
dress which the Editor of the “ Worcester 
Journal” describes, as “a medico-literary 
gem of the first water.” As“ the gem” will 
some in the forthcoming volume of the 

ransactions of the Association, we must 
defer our notice to the period of its publi- 
cation, The most prominent feature of the 
address is said to be a tirade against animal 


he general business of the meeting 
having terminated, the members of the 
Association adjourned to the Town-hall, for 
the no less important one of discussing “an 
excellent dinner, dessert, and wines of the 
first quality.” The consumption of the 
latter was attended with most happy results 
and elicited some really good speeches from 
Drs. Hastings and Malden. After this an 
astomishing number of healths was drunk 
with due applause, and “ a most agreeable 
conv reazione wound up the evening’s amuse- 


nicious ignorance which presides in Coro- 
ners’ Courts. The unfortunate Pow was, it 
appears, addicted to spirit drinking, and la- 
boured under delirium tremens, for which 
Mr. Epcar Bart, clinical assistant at the 
Westminster Hospital, deposed that Pow 
entered that Institution on the 2ist of June 
last. He left that asylum for the poor, having 
some money transactions to arrange, on the 
8rd of July, and went into lodgings in Lon- 
don-street, with his wife, ANceLtna, where 
he died on July 11th, under the medical 
care of Dr. Myers. An inquest was held on 
Monday, the 16th, for it was suspected that 
the deceased had been poisoned; but five 
days having elapsed, and the body pre- 
senting appearances of putrefaction when 
viewed by the Jury, a post-mortem examin- 
ation was not instituted. The inquest was 
adjourned, until Wednesday, when Mr. 
Brook, of Keppel-street, accidentally en- 
tering the room, “ expressed his readiness 


to examine the body of the deceased,” and 
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he was directed to do so, in conjunction with 
Mr. Preepy, 

Well, here was an individual suspected 
of having been poisoned. What course of 
proceeding would have been adopted in 
France, in Germany, or in any other country 
where the jurisprudence is no longer bar- 
barous? All the organs of the body would 
have been immediately examined by On- 
rita, Devercie, Henke, or some skilful 
jurist; the fluids in the stomach and intes- 
tinal canal would have been analysed by a 
scientific chemist, and a report of this part 
of the investigation would have been drawn 
up, and submitted to the judicial authori- 
ties. This course is conformable with reason ; 
justice calls all the instruments of science 
to her aid, and does not shut ber eyes in 
ignorance, to do wrong impartially,—to 
allow the guilty to escape, or to sacrifice 
the innocent, But in this country, where 
there also exist scientific pathologists, scien- 
tific chemists, a disposition to apply the dis- 
coveries of science to practical purposes, 
and to promote the ends of justice, what 
took place? The body of Pow was left for 
seven days, in July, until decomposition 
had commenced; an examination of the 
parts was not instituted ; no one in this case 
of suspected poisoning proposed that the 
contents of the stomach should be analysed , 
when, at the deferred inquest, Mr. Brook 
accidentally entered the room, and having 
expressed his readiness to examine the body» 
a Coroner’s warrant was issued, authorising 
the investigation. We give this part of the 
evidence from the report of a morning paper: 


‘*Mr. C. Brook, of Keppel-street, sur- 
geon, deposed, that he had opened and ex- 
amined the body of the deceased, which 
was then lying at the St. Pancras work- 
house. On opening the abd the in- 


testines and stomach, as far as he could 
jadge from their external appearance, were 
in a healthy and natural condition. The 
liver had the yng of that of a person 


addicted to drinking. He removed the 
stomach from the body, and opening it, he 
found it to contain nothing but a small 
quantity of gas or vapour, with about as 
much fluid as would moisten the surface. 
The lining or mucous membrane had evidently 
been in a high state of inflammation ; but there 


was nothing that would lead him to suppose 
that any acrid mineral poison of any kind had 
been taken, The bowels were unusually 
empty of any solid or fluid matter, but very 
much distended with gas. The smell arisin 

Srom the decay of the body rendered it Sapo 
ble to judge of any vegetable medicine that 
might have been administered. He could not 
say that he detected even the ‘smell of any 
spirit in the contents of the abdomen, but 
he should judge from the little decomposi- 
tion which taken place of the stomach 
and intestines, compared with the other 
parts of the body, that some liquid of a 
spirituous nature must have been taken. 

e found it altogether impossible to examine 
the head ; but any examination of the brain, 
unless made a short time efter death, would 
be very unsatisfactory. He could not say 
that he found anything sufficient to account 
for the death of the deceased, as he did not 
consider that the inflammation of the sto- 
mach which he perceived would have occa- 
sioned it. Mr. Brook, in answer to a 
Juror, also affirmed, ‘ that vegetable poison 
would have been so much changed by time, 
that no analysis could detect it. 

“ Mr. Preepy, surgeon, of Chapel-street, 
Pentonville, said he had attended the post- 
mortem examination, and entirely ag 
with the evidence given by Mr. Broox. If 
the examination had been made earlier, in 
all probability they might have arrived at 
some definite conclusion; he could not, 
however, for a moment imagine that he 
died from delirium tremens. Had the me- 
dical attendant been aware of the inflamma- 
tion in the stomach, bleeding, both local 
and general, would have been proper, but 
the administration of ardent spirits would 
have been destructive. If spirits had been 
given either in delirium tremens or in in- 
flammation, it would have been highly 
improper.” 

We should very much like to see a state- 
ment of the facts which led Mr, Brook to 
say at the end of seven days, “ that the 
“ lining or mucous membrane had evidently 
« been in a high state of inflammation,” as 
the mere injection of the vessels could 
scarcely justify that confident assertion. In 
proof of this we refer to a former number 
of Tur Lancet, where the results of Dr. 
CarsWELL’s observations on cadaveric con- 
gestion are detailed. (Vol, Il., 1837-8, 
page 263.) 

Again, how did Mr, Brook satisfy him- 
self that no mineral poison had been admi- 
nistered? His nose was, no doubt, a very 


valuable and acute organ; but where a ju- 


dicial fact of so much importance was to be 
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determined, it would have been safer to 
trust to chemical tests. The “ smell of the 
body” interfered, too, with the search for 
vegetable poison; nor could Mr: Brook 
or Mr. Preevy detect the smell of 
spirit in the contents of the abdomen. 
Mr. Preepy, who appears to have had a 
finer nose than his neighbour, and more con- 
fidence in its olfactory indications, de- 
clared, that “ mineral poison had not been 
taken,” and very curiously added, “ but, 
*/ without conveying the idea that it had, 
“he should say that vegetable poison might 
“ have been!” This is evidence in a Coro- 
ner’s Court! 

Joacuim De Prati was the next medical 
witness. He stated himself to be of Pavia, in 
Italy. He was asked whether he was a Jew, 
which he denied, and satisfied the jury that 
he was a Gentile, and a Christian. This 
important fact being settled, he went on to 
state that 


* He was called upon on the morning of 
Tuesday, between nine and ten o’clock, by 
some of the persons belonging to No. 3, 
London-street, who told him there was a 
man: dying. He went immediately, and 
found a man lying upon the floor in a very 
bad state. His pulse was low and depressed, 
and his countenance -extremely turgid. A 


gentleman, who was in the room, handed | 


him his card, whom he found to.be Dr, 
Myers. He asked him what médicine he 
had given-him, and he said some carbonate 
of soda and some ammonia. Witness asked 
if he had given him any opium, and he 
replied jn the negative. Witness then ad- 
vised that small doses of opium should be 
given, though he did not think he would 
recover. Witness then took his leave, and 
coming down stairs was asked to see Mrs. 
Pow. He went into the parlour, and she 
asked him whether he thought her husband 
wonld recover, but he gave her no hopes. 
Next morning, hearing that he had been 
bled, he went up to No. 3, London-street, 
aud was told that the man was dead. Wit- 
ness then went to see the body, and, from 
its appearance, he was of opinion that de- 
ceased had died of apoplexy of the brain, 
but whether it was produced by hard drink- 
ing, or by organic causes, was a question 
which he could not determine. As far as 
he could judge from the appearance of the 
room and the treatment which he saw de- 
ceased get, he would consider that the 
people had not been very careful of him.” 


De Pratt is a dealer in abstruse science 
generally, and the reported medical adviser 


of a penny publication, carrying on a very 
extensive correspondence with the four quar- 
ters of the kingdom, at very little expense 
in postage, and no danger to his patients, 
who most probably are simply the ingenious 
creations of the said adviser’s brain, and, 
therefore, immaterial, invulnerable, immor- 
tal. While we add, then, that there is no- 
thing discreditable to De Prati, or to the 
University of Pavia, on the face of his pub- 
lished evidence, we must ask if this were the 
best medico-legal evidence that could be 
obtained? Was the whole of the evidence 
given by Mr. Broox, Mr. Preevy, and Dr 
Pratt in the least degree satisfactory ? 

Mr. Preepy was subsequently asked by 
a jmor,—“ Would you give a person in 
“such a situation as deceased was, gin?— 
“ Witness : If 1 wished to kill him I should.” 
The answer is startling. What crotchets 
Mr. Preepy may have upon this subject we 
do not know—what his experience is in the 
treatment of delirium tremens we cannot con- 
jecture—what his knowledge of medical 
literature may be we do not inquire; but 
that any member of the medical profession 
should be so ignorant as not to know that 
stimulants are often advantageous in deli- 
rium tremens, or so.negligent as not to in- 
form an wninstructed jury that spirits are 
frequently administered as remedies in cer- 
tain stages of that malady, fills us with asto- 
nishment. Mr. Preepy appéars to have 
plumed himself on this occasion, and did 
not scruple to cross-examine the witnesses, 
in the strain of the answer “If I wished to 
kill him,” &c. It was stated by Mr. 
Barr that Pow had gin-and-water at the 
Westminster Hospital, and the report runs : 

«Tn answer to questions from Mr. Preedy, 
Mr. Batt said, that in cases of inflamma- 
tion, stimulants, particularly spirituous li- 
quors, would be wrong; he pe Batt) 
never knew bleeding resorted to iu acase of 
delirium tremens.” 

So long as the present constitution of 
Coroners’ Courts shall continue, and persons 
entirely ignorant of medical science and 
medical jurisprudence conduct investiga- 
tions of this kind into the causes of death, 
atrocious crimes may escape detection, and 


innocence be stamped with infamy, 
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UTERINE POLYPUS.—DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


POLYPUS OF THE UTERUS 
REMOVED BY THE HAND. 


By Joxatuan Toocoon, Esq., Surgeon to the 
Bridgwater Infirmary. 


June, 1830, I visited, with a gentleman of 
this place, a woman between 50 and 60, who 
had been suffering for a long time from 
violent hemorrhages from the uterus, and 
on making a careful examination a polypus 
of very extraordinary size was discovered. 
It was proposed to pass a ligature around 
it, but the patient wished to defer it for a 
short time, and when the attempt was made 
it was found impracticable, in consequence 
of the polypus having become so soft and 
yielding as to render it impossible to carry 
the ligature over its stem. As the patient's 
safety depended on the immediate removal I 
insinuated my hand into the posterior part 
of the vagina, in the hope of being able to 
place a ligature around it, until I found the 
stalk between my fingers, I then twisted it 
off, and withdrew the largest polypus I ever 
saw; no hemo! or bad symptom fol- 
lowed, and in a few days she was quite 
well. 

From subsequent experience I should be 
inclined to pursue this practice, or cut off 
the stem wherever it is to be Jgot within 


reach, in preference to the more tedious] 


plan of tying them. 


DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


January 20, 1829. A robust farmer, aged 
45, of intemperate habits, was suddenly 
roused from his sleep in a great fright, fancy- 
ing that he heard noises and people talking 
loudly in the house. He had had but little 
sleep for the preceding eight or vine nights. 
I found him sitting up by the fire, dressed, 
and only complaining of the noises he had 
heard. . There was at this time nothing par- 
ticular in his manner, appearance, or symp- 
toms. He was directed to take a brisk 
purgative, and afterwards a mixture with 
camphor, ether, and opium. He remained 
in a tranquil state until the following even- 
ing (21) when he became dreadfully agitated, 
delirious, trembled greatly all over, and was 
covered with a profuse sweat. Some meni- 
bers of his family having been insane, some 
doubt arose in my mind as to the true nature 
of the disease, particularly as I was not at 
that time aware of his habits, and was as- 
sured by his friends that he had drank very 
moderately. The pulse being strong and 
full, fourteen ounces of blood were drawn 
from the arm, forty drops of tincture of 
opium were given, and twenty repeated 
every three hours. At 10 o’clock in the 
morning of the 22nd he was found to have 
passed a very restless night, constantly get- 
ting out of bed; he was delirious and per- 
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spiring most profusely, but the trembling 
was lessened.+ I directed him to take sixty 
drops of tincture of opium, and to repeat it 
every four hours. On visiting him at eight 
in the evening he was found to have been 
sleeping for half an hour, with a quiet pulse 
and the tremor nearly gone. The dose of 
opium was reduced to forty drops every 
four hours. 

On visiting him on the morning of the 
23rd his state was greatly improved ; he had 
slept tranquilly the whole night, was quite 
sensible, and the trembling had entirely 
ceased. He took twenty drops of tincture 
of opium three times during the day, and 
a purgative on the following morning, after 
which he became quite well. 

He took altogether six drachms and a 
half of tincture of opium. 

The practice of our profession in this dis- 
ease appears unsettled as far as my obser- 
vation has gone, some adopting bleeding 
and antiphlogistic measures, while others 
rely on opium and stimulants. The latter 
treatment has been most successful in my 
own practice, but I have rarely, if ever, seen 
a patient recover. from a second attack, 


ERROR IN THE “ ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF SURGERY.” | 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—On looking into the article “ Aneu- 
rysm,” p. 259, 3rd part, of the “ Cyclopedia 
of Surgery,’’ just published, I find, after a 
notice of Dr. Colles’ operation of tying the 
right subclavian artery, on the internal side 
of the scalenus muscle (in 1811), that it is 
stated that “ the operation has not since been 
attempted by any other surgeon.” 

I think it but justice to myself, to others, 
and to.the profession generally, to mention 
that so lately as October last, in your widely 
circulated Journal, two cases are recorded, 
one by Mr. O'Reilly, the other by myself. 
(See Lancet, October 7, 1837.) 

I would beg respectfully to submit for the 
consideration of the authors of the article 
“ Aneurysm,” in the “ Cyclopedia of Sur- 
gery,” the three following points, all of 
which will be found in the number of Tue 
Lancet above referred to :— 

1. The new plan of operation. 

2. The steps of the operation. 

3. The value of Mr. L’Estrange’s needle. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
G. Haypen, 


32, Harcourt-street, Dublin, 
July 13, 1838, 


+ I now learnt that he had been drinking to a 
great excess for many weeks, and particularly gin, 
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666 STATE OF THE FACULTY 


THE INIQUITY AND ABSURDITY 
OF THE PRESENT 
SYSTEM OF MEDICAL GOVERNMENT, 
ILLUSTRATED IN THE 
MEDICAL CORPORATION OF GLASGOW. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 


Sir :—In the report given in alate number 
of Tue Lancer of the highly interesting in- 
terview of the deputation from the British 
Medical Association with Lord John Russell, 
the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Glasgow, is omitted in the enumeration of 
the medical corporations, the tenure of whose 
existence, thanks to your exertions, is be- 
coming each day more uncertain, This 
omission may be accidental, and is, in reality, 
of very little moment, but lest your readers 
in the south may imagine that we in the 
north enjoy an inglorious freedom from the 
advantages and benefits derivable from cor- 
porate wisdom, I have ventured to trouble 
you with the subsequent details, under the 
conviction that every exposure of the ini- 
quity and absurdity of the present system 
of medical government, is good service done 
to the cause of medical reform by urging 
upon the public mind such a sense of the 
necessity of this reform as now actuates 
every liberal and enlightened member of the 
profession. 

Your southern readers have doubtless 
been accustomed to regard medical corpora- 
tions as metropolitan luxuries, but the body 
I am about to introduce to your notice is a 
provincial specimen of the genus corpora- 
tion, possessing all the characters of the 
genus, along with a few peculiarities which 
may probably warrant its elevation to the 
dignity of a distinct species. 

The Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Glasgow takes its origin from that hum- 
ble era in medical science when the arts of 
bleeding and shaving were economically 
combined in the same craftsman. The first 
James, with a laudable solicitude for the 
welfare of his lieges in the counties of 
Lanark, Renfrew, Dumbarton, and Ayr, and 
their preservation from the practices of 
quacks, granted to Peter Low, a surgeon, 
and Robert Hamilton, a physician, a letter 
or patent, authorising them to examine into 
the qualifications of all pretenders to the 
healing art in those counties, and to grant 
licences to practise. Other duties devolved 
upon Messrs. Low and Hamilton in virtue of 
the letter or patent, such as the noting 
“hurt, murdered, or prisoned ” persons with- 
in the burgh of Glasgow ; the examining 
drugs exposed to sale within the burgh, 
and certain immunities (which it is un- 
necessary to specify) were conferred upon 
them in consideration of the services to be 
done by them to the public, 


In the duties which devoived upon them 
Low and Hamilton associated with them- 
selves the qualified surgeons and barbers 
within the burgh, and the association thus 
formed received a seal of cause from the 
magistrates, constituting it one of the incor- 
porations or crafts of the city. During the 
reign of Charles II. the powers granted to 
Low and Hamilton were ratified by act of 
Parliament to this body, and as the Barber- 
Surgeon Incorporation it existed till 1720, 
At this period professional pride took alarm 
at an alliance with the shavers; the gold- 
headed cane disdained the propinquity of 
the barber’s pole; the medicals renounced 
their connection with the incorporation ; it 
was dissolved; the barbers received a new 
seal of incorporation, and the surgeons keep- 
ing possession of the documents granted to 
Low and Hamilton, and to the barber-sur- 
geons, constituted themselves the Faculty of 
Physicians and Surgeons, although they had 
neither applied for nor obtained any legal 
authority for assuming this name, or for ex- 
ercising the powers which they laid claim 
to. Now, the common-sense view of this 
matter seems, in my opinion, to be, that when 
the incorporation was dissolved in whose 
favour the charter had been drawn out, these 
patents or charters necessarily fell to the 
ground, and that, consequently, it was not 
competent for a body of individuals to exer- 
cise the powers specified in these charters 
from the mere fact of holding them in pos- 
session, saving and excepting those were ra- 
tified and extended to the new body by a pro- 
per act of the Legislature. Such, I believe, 
was the opinion entertained on this very 
question by a high legal authority at a time 
when this question was, as it still is, atissue 
before the highest court of judicature in the 
realm. You will remark then, Mr. Editor, 
that the right which this Faculty possesses 
to exercise any powers whatever is exceed- 
ingly doubtful ; with this in view I would 
pray your attention to a few of its acts; and 
firstly, as to the admission of members into 
the body. 

In 1777 the admission fee to individuals 
who have been apprenticed to members va- 
ried from three to ten guineas, according to 
the standing of the apprentice ; to strangers 
settling in the burgh it was twenty guineas. 
In 1792, without any legal act authorising 
such change, the entry money was raised to 
£50, and a fund was instituted for the main- 
tenance of the widows of members ; in 1811 
the entry money was further raised to £100, 
and in 1816 to £150. The body has, in fact, 
now become a mere insurance company, aad 
acting as such, it requires an increase of the 
entry money proportioned to the age of the 
entrant; but the method in which this is 
calculated, savours so strongly of the obli- 
quity which characterises corporate doings, 
that it deserves notice. If the entrant has 
practised in the country or suburbs, the ad- 
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OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF GLASGOW. 


vance upon the entry money is calculated as 
compound interest upon the original sum for 
every year the entrant is above twenty-five. 
If the entrant, however, practise in this city 
the addition of compound interest com- 
mences from the moment he may have en- 
tered into business; so that an individual 
who has commenced practice at twenty years 
of age, within the city, will on entering the 
Faculty in his twenty-sixth ortwenty-seventh 
year, be required to pay about £50 of entry 
money more than a person of similar age or 
standing who has practised in the country, 
involving, in an insurance point of view, the 
absurdity that the value of a town practi- 
tioner’s life is so much inferior to that of any 
individual who practises beyond the pre- 
cincts of Glasgow. The injustice and ab- 
surdity of this rule were a few months ago 
pointed out to the body on the proposition of 
a town practitioner as a member, but com- 
mon sense has not yet penetrated the obtuse- 
ness of corporate understandings; the in- 
justice and the absurdity were perpetuated 
ye deliberate vote of the precious sanhe- 
rim. 

It may well be conceived that an entry 
money of £100 or £150, with the accumu- 
lation of compound interest, amounts in most 
cases to an exclusion from participation in 
the privileges of this body ; many indivi- 
duals consequently are examined, receive the 
diploma or license of the body, and practise 
in Glasgow, who are unable or unwilling to 
become members of this Faculty.* 

This circumstance opened, as was con- 
ceived, a rich field for the exercise of cor- 
porate oppression and rapacity, and accord- 
ingly this self-dubbed Faculty announced to 
their licentiates that they had ample power 
to compel them to join the body whatever 
the entry money might be, but that they 
would be lenient, and be content to fleece 
them to the amount of fifteen guineas a head, 
making, with the fee for license, £21, as a 
** freedom fine,” as they were pleased to call 
it,—a solatium from their licentiates for the 
liberty of doing what, in fact, this Faculty 
could not prevent—that is, practising within 
their bounds ; for it is clear that the patent 
on which they found their existence as a cor- 
poration merely gives them power to control 
the acts of irregular practitioners, and can- 
not by any process of implication be ex- 
tended to individuals who by the very license 
of this Faculty, are placed beyond its cate- 
go 


ry. 

This reasoning, however, had no influence 
with the wiseacres of the Faculty (indeed, 
when had reason influence over a corpora- 
tion when labouring under an attack of the 
sacra fames?), the fine or solatium was levied 
from all unincorporated practitioners within 
the burgh, and a charter granted for the 


+ At present the proportion of incorporated to 
unincorporated practitioners is as 60 t0200, 


protection of the profession, was thus con- 
verted into an instrument of the grossest and 
most iniquitous persecution of its members. 
Some paid the fine as they would have given 
their purses toa highwayman, others refused. 
Actions at law were instituted against the 
recusants ; some compromised the prosecu- 
tion, and succumbed, but a few, under the 
guidance of a master-spirit, resisted the ini- 
quitous exaction. The case was initiated 
in the local courts, and there after the usual 
tedious formalities of replies, duplies, and 
manuplies, judgment went against the Fa- 
culty, on the grounds already mentioned, as 
well as on the fact that the charter contains 
no money clauses, or scheme of exaction, 
allowing that the question were waived as 
to the so-called Faculty’s right to hold this 
patent or charter. 

The successors of the shavers thus un- 
timeously arrested in the exercise of one of 
the appropriate functions of their incor- 
poration, allowed legal proceedings to drop, 
and sneaked like beaten curs with drooping 
tails back to their den in St. Enoch’s-square, 
to brood over new schemes of self-aggran- 
disement; this defeat, however, seems to 
have brought reflection with it, for ina short 
time after the barber-surgeons threw aside 
the swaggering airs and forsook the imposing 
attitude they had assumed, by announcing 
to all concerned that in future the fee for 
license to practise in either town or country, 
would be seven guineas,—an announcement 
which virtually stigmatises their previous 
conduct as flagrantly unjust and oppressive. 
I need scarcely say that restitution of the 
so-called “ freedom-fine,” has never been 
meditated, so that the members of this en- 
lightened body have the satisfaction of 
knowing that they hold in their coffers one 
or two thousand pounds to which their right 
is about as conclusive as that of a Highland 
reiver to levy “ black-mail.” 

I come now to an eventful period in the 
history of this Faculty, marked by neither 
more nor less than an attempt upon the part 
of the University of Glasgow to deprive it 
of some of the grist which is passing to its 
mill, 

The University was wont to grant degrees 
in medicine only, but within these few years 
the Senatus conceiving that as surgery was 
taught in the University, degrees in this art 
should likewise be granted by it, conse- 
quently instituted the degree of M.C., which 
was taken by many of the medical students, 
who, upon the strength of possessing this de- 
gree, commenced practice in different parts 
of the kingdom. Every one of these Mas- 
ters in Surgery who settled within the four 
counties mentioned in the beginning of this 
paper were immediately subjected to prose- 
cution by the Faculty, as irregular — 
tioners ; the University took up the defence 
of its graduates, and at the present moment 
the question whether the University can 
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grant these » and the Faculty be 
compelled to recognise them, is, after a tedi- 
ous and expensive course of litigation, pend- 
ing before the House of Lords, and is likely 
to be soon brought to a final decision. 
Meanwhile, in whatever manner the ques- 
tion may be decided, those who are interest- 
ed in the cause of medical reform can 
scarcely fail to regard the struggle between 
these two bodies with a degree of secret 
satisfaction, as nothing will more thoroughly 
undeceive the public mind as to the flimsy 
pretensions of medical corporations than to 
find two grave and learned bodies engaged 
in nota very dignified squabble about pounds, 
shillings, and pence ; for it requires no very 
great penetration to perceive that this ques- 
tion purely affects the amount of fees to be 
pocketed by the respective bodies, and has 
not the remotest reference either to the inte- 
rests of the public or the profession. 
During the late agitation of the Irish 
Medical Charities Bill, the Faculty shared 
in the wasp-like activity which seemed all 
at once to pervade the various medical cor- 
porations. A deputation from the body re- 
paired to London, and its delegates have 
conferred with those of the other boards. 
The result has been a species of compromise 
which these worthies will without doubt call 
arefurm, This compromise entails upon the 
Faculty, however, a necessity which must 
pain the tender consciences of its members 
exceedingly, this necessity obliging them to 
pocket five guineas more for their license 
than they have lately been exacting. The 
fee for license is now to be twelve guineas, 
so that it seems a recognised principle here 
that neophytes in the profession may be taxed 
to the amount of five, seven, twelve, or 
twenty guineas, according to the mood or 
caprice of the barber-surgeons of Glasgow. 
Such is an outlive of the natural history 
of our provincial specimen of corporate sa- 
city and astuteness, but ere closing these 
etails, I would submit to you, Mr. Editor, 
whether anything can be more unwarranted 
and iniquitous than that the fee for license 
should be regulated by the by-laws ofa body 
of very questionable authority, or that the 
admission fee into any corporation should be 
subject to similar caprice, and be further 
burthened with a compulsory participation 
in a widow’s fund, at the fiat of a few uxori- 
ous fools. Iam happy to say, however, that 
the fantastic tricks of the barber-surgeons 
have at last opened the eyes of the profes- 
sion here to the necessity of medical reform. 
An Association has been lately formed which 
will, without doubt, see the propriety of co- 
operating zealously with the Metropolitan 
Association, in the furtherance of the great 
cause which owns you as its father. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


Glasgow, July 16th, 1838, 


GLASGUENSIS. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL, 
ANEURYSM OF THE RIGHT SUBCLAVIAN AR- 
TERY.—LIGATURE OF THE SUBCLAVIAN AND 

CAROTID ARTERIES. 

W.S., aged 31, a tailor, of nervous tempe- 
rament, married, was admitted July 12, un- 
der the care of Mr. Liston. Was intem- 
perate from the age of 16 to 20, having 
been accustomed to get drunk occasionally, 
though he says he never was a very hard 
drinker. From the age of 22 to the present 
time, he has led a regular life, and worked 
steadily at his trade, frequently not taking 
exercise for a whole week. His health has 
never been very good for the last ten years, 
he has suffered much from pain in the head 
and dimness of vision. Thinks he has been 
worse since his marriage, three years ago. 
He has never suffered from any violent in- 
flammatory disease. Six months ago he fell 
down with his right arm behind him, and 
sprained it a good deal ; for this injury he 
was cupped, and about six weeks after- 
wards he first perceived a small tumour 
about the right clavicle, about as large as a 
hazel-nut. He has since then been taking 
digitalis, and kept in bed, and the tumour 
has been galvanised on several occasions, 
suture needies having been passed through 
it. 

Present symptoms,—Suffers pain in the 
chest in the situation of the sternum. No 
cough; bowels confined; appetite bad; is 
subject to cold feet; is very nervous, and 
apprehensive of danger. A tumour about 
the size of a hen’s egg is situated above 
the right clavicle, an inch and a half exter- 
nal to the sterno-clavicular articulation. 
The tumour pulsates synchronous with the 
action of the heart. On the application of 
the stethoscope a strong pulsating sound is 
heard, but no bruit de soufflet ; this sound 
was perceptible, however, a few days ago. 
There is a black eschar on the surface of the 
tumour, caused by the needles which were 
introduced to galvanise it. Pulse in the 
right arm smaller than in the left. The right 
arm is sometimes rather numb, but not colder 
than the other. He complains of no other 
uneasy or unusual sensation. 

Operation, — July 18, two p.m. It was 
determined, in consultation with Messrs. 
Cooper and Quain, to include the origins of 
the subclavian and carotid in ligatures, and 
accordingly Mr. Liston,—the patient being 
placed on the operating table with his head 
well thrown back,—proceeded to the task. 
An incision was made from near the right 
sterno-clavicular articulation, towards and 
along the boundary of the left sterno-mas- 
toid muscle, through the skin and superfi- 
cial fascia. Another incision was made to 
fall upon this one at right angles at its lower 
end. The sternal ion of the mastoid 
muscle was di ; the live betwixt the 
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two sterno-hyoid muscles being exposed, 
was cut into, so as to uncover the forepart 
of the trachea ; the belly of the sterno-hyoid 
of the right side and part of the sterno-thy- 
roid were divided; two branches of veins 
were also cut across, on which temporary 
ligatures were placed. The origin of the 
right carotid and the arteria innominata 
were speedily exposed, and after some 
careful dissection the subclavian was also 
brought into view, and ligatures passed 
around it on the mesial side of the pneumo- 
gastric nerve, and parallel with the recur- 
rent; a second ligature was passed round 
the carotid, and both tied firmly. The pul- 
sation in the tumour and branches of the 
brachial was instantly arrested. The liga- 
tures were carried round by means of a sim- 
ple aneurysm-needle, slightly curved. The 
only instruments used were a small scalpel, 
dissecting forceps, and copper spatulas, by 
which the edges of the incision were held 
carefully aside by Mr. Quain, and the 
dresser, Mr. Aucram. Not more than an 
ounce of blood was lost. The patient bore 
the operation, which was, however, by no 
means tedious, with great courage and 
steadiness. 

18. Half-past 3. Pulse 45. There is pain 
in the right jawbone and in the chest. No 
pain in the head. Temperature, left arm and 
side, 90°; palm of the hand 89°. Right, 
bend of elbow, 93}°; palm of the hand, 88°, 

Half-past 5. Complains of pain across 
the chest, with a feeling of faintness ; there 
is much perspiration on the face; pulse, 
52. 


Half-past 7. Has suffered greatly from 
fainting and collapse ; complains of great 
pain in the bowels. The pulse is weak, 
very small, but still numbering 48. To have 
morphia, wine, and ammonia, at intervals, 

19. 12 a.m. Pulse varies from 62 to 68. 

Half-past 1. Has more pain in the chest ; 
he vomits everything he takes; he has pass- 
ed no urine since the operation. 

Half-past 9. The vomiting has ceased. 
There is difficulty of breathing, which he 
has complained of, more or less, ever since 
the operation; pulse 90; pain still acute. 

Half-past 2 p.m. No urive has 
Much the same. 

Evening. Pulse ranging from 106 to 118. 

Half-past 8. Passed his water very freely; 
at half-past 10 he passed a copious motion ; 
felt easier and went to sleep, 

20. Morning. Slept, with interruptions, 
during the night. 

Half-past 9. Pain still continues violent, 
and is fixed in the chest; he was accord- 
ingly bled to six ounces; the blood was 
buffed and cupped. The bleeding afforded 
him relief, 

Afternoon. Pulse 130; pain less. He 
was bled again to six ounces; the blood 
was buffed and cupped. Felt relief from 
the bleedizg, 


21. Passed a better night; but difficulty 
of breathing, with pain in the chest, came 
on at 5 a.m. He was bled again to eight 
ounces and relieved; blood buffed and 
cupped. 

Afternoon. There is still pain in the 
chest. He was ordered an opiate at bed- 
time, and tartar emetic to lower the heart's 
action. 

Night. More favourable; pulse 130, 

22. Morning. Passed a tolerable night; 
pulse 112; skin moist. : 

Evening. Has been comfortable during 
the day, but there is now considerable pain 
in the region of the sternum, with heat of 
skin; pulse 130—133. He has a sensation 
of great faintness, and a curious feeling in 
his head, as if something was “ working 
about in it.” 

23. Morning. Passed a tolerable night. 
Is much more comfortable this morning. 

3, p.m. Pulse 108—112; skin moist; 
pretty comfortable, but has occasionally 
feelings of faintness, arising probably from 
the tartar emetic ; bowels moderately open. 
To have a little jelly and beef-tea. 

Mr. Liston said, that he had seen this 
case first about six or eight weeks since, at 
a period when the patient was about enter- 
ing into another hospital for the purpose of 
having the tumour subjected to treatment 
by galvanism, The mode in which this was 
conducted consisted in the passing of large 
needles through the tumour ; to these needles 
wires were attached which communicated 
with a galvanic battery. It was said that 
one case of aneurysm had been cured by this 
mode of treatment, and in this case the 
tumour had become firmer for a time ; soon, 
however, the application ceased to exert any 
influence, and the tumour begun again to 
increase in size. The man got tired of the 
proceeding, and made application to this hos- 
pital. It was a case in which he (Mr. 
Liston) had no wish to interfere ; it was one 
which involved a vast deal of anxiety and 
responsibility, but having come under his 
care he was determined to do his duty, 
The cutting off the communication between 
the heart and the aneurysm offered the only, 


passed. | though somewhat uncertain, chance of bring- 


ing abouta cure. The aneurysm was gra- 
dually gaining ground, and was so situated 
as to render it impossible to tie only the im- 
plicated vessel with safety and facility. The 
vessel betwixt the point which had given 
way, and the part from whence it was given 
off, was covered by, or became implicated 
with, the internal jugular vein, the phrenic 
nerve, and other important parts likely to 
interrupt the progress of the operation ; be- 
sides, several large branches were given off 
in a very short space, as the inferior thyroid, 
vertebral, &c., which would not only make 
the application of the ligature difficult, but 
would prevent the permanent formation of 


a clot; secondary bamorrbage must conse- 
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quently ensue in the separation of the liga- 
ture, and the result be inevitably fatal, 

In cases of aneurysm of the subclavian, 
like the one under consideration, the arteria 
innominata had been tied ia at least three 
cases ; which were recorded by Grafe, Dr. 
Mott, and Professor Lizars; but they all 
terminated unfortunately, the patients living 
only two or three weeks after the operation. 
These results offered no encouragement to 
follow the same plan. Under these circum- 
stances he, Mr. Liston, was determined to 
act on a plan which he had talked over with 
Mr. Quain, and tie the right subclavian and 
the right carotid. The eres of this 
proceeding he would explain, e object 
of a ligature was first to bring the inner 
surface of the vessel in contact, and to pro- 
duce a coagulation of the blood in the 
vessel both before and beyond the ligature, 
the base of each clot, which assumed the 
form of a cone, being towards the ligature, 
its apex from this point ; a barrier was thus 
formed which favoured the process of adhe- 
sion and permanentclosure. Now, to effect 
this purpose, it was essential that there 
should be! no vessel immediately before or 
beyond the ligature, the flux or reflux of 
blood from which,into the part, would ne- 
cessarily interfere with the formation of the 
clot. He had performed the operation in 
the above case, then, upon this principle. 
Two arteries, as in the present case, wee 
tied, were more likely to remain permanently 
closed, than would the arteria innominata, 
had a ligature been applied to it. The ap- 
plication of a ligature to the latter vessel 
must be attended with some puckering, from 
its maguitude. Its close vicinity to the 
heart, and the circumstance also of the left 
carotid frequently coming off near the root 
of the innominata, would leave little chance 
of the formation of a coagulum. 

By tying the subclavian, as practised in 
this case, the flow of bood to the aneurysm 
would have been interrupted; but if the ca- 
rotid had not been also tied there would 
have been little probability of the formation 
of a coagulum ; when tied, however, it was 
to be hoped that the operation would be fol- 
lowed by success, 


DEFICIENCY OF THE LEFT ALA OF THE NOSE.— 
RHINOPLASTIC OPERATION, 

J.H., aged 89, was admitted July 12, 
under the care of Mr. Liston. Four months 
ago he received a kick from a horse, on the 
left side of the nose. The whole ala after- 
wards sloughed; exfoliation of a portion 
of the jaw also took place. Mr. Liston re- 
moyed from the cheek and upper lip, a por- 
tion of integument sufficient to fill up the 
cavity in the nostril. Three fine needles 
were introduced, and the twisted sutare 
applied. The parts are almost healed, 
and the man’s appearance considerably im- 
proved, 


The deficiency in the above case, Mr. 
Liston said, could not have been easily re- 
paired from any part but the cheek ; the in- 
tegument could not have been conveniently 
borrowed from the forehead, and if it had 
been taken from the arm there would have 
been great doubts as to the success of the 
operation, The flap in the present instance 
was so formed that it was not in any degree 
stretched to meet the part which required 
repairing, nor was the neck of the flap 
twisted when adapted to the situation in 
which it was wanted. The operation had 
succeeded well; a little trimming would be 
necessary, but that could be done at some 
convenient time. 


AMPUTATION OF THE LIMBS IN 
UTERO, 


Tue etiology of what Dr. Montgomery has 
denominated “spontaneous amputation of 
the limbs in utero,” still remains a matter 
of contestation among obstetrical physicians. 
Examples of the phenomenon, however, have 
been recorded by many writers. Haller 
mentions severai well-authenticated cases of 
the absence of one or more limbs in new-born 
children which were otherwise well formed.* 

Chaussier,+ who met with three cases of 
this kind, attributed the loss of the limb to 
a species of sphacelus. 

Billiard ¢ appears to be of the same 
opinion. 

Dr. Montgomery § has shown that the am- 
putation, if such it can be called, may in 
some instances, at least, be produced by ac- 
cidental bands or threads of organised mat- 
ter, which surround the limbs, and interrupt 
its nutrition. 

The following case demonstrates the ef- 
fects of pressure by the umbilical chord in 
producing spontaneous amputation :— 

A. W., 29 years of age, had been married 
for four years, and given birth to three 
healthy children. In October of the year 
1836 she again became pregnant, and re- 
mained well until January, 1837, when she 
experienced some pain in the abdomen, 
which was soon followed by uterine hamor- 
rhage; this was restrained by the usual 
means, but the bleeding recurred again and 
again, and reduced the to a state of 
the greatest danger. A variety of styptic 
remedies was employed without avail. The 
physician now determined on administering 
the secale cornutum in the form of infusion 


* Element. Physiolog. C Hum., vol. 8. 
1 Discourse pronounced = 1812, before the 
Faculty of Medicire, Paris. 
} Treatise on the Diseases of New-Born Children, 
§ Sigus and Sywptoms of Pregnancy. 
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(3i to Ziv), a spoonful every hour. The 
strength of the infusion was gradually in- 
creased to Div and 3ii of the ergot, to Ziv of 
water. The action of the remedy was not 
long in being manifested; the bleeding was 
@rrested, and on the fourth day the patient 
experienced some periodical pains in the ab- 
domen, and in a few hours afterwards the 
contents of the uterus were expelled, These 
were a mole weighing six pounds, and a 
foetus apparently about three months of age. 
On examining the latter it was found that 
the umbilical chord was wound round the 
right leg, a little above the ankle, and formed 
a knot by which the development of the 
parts had been completely prevented; in 
short, the leg seemed worn away down to 
the bone ; the integuments, however, were 
not in the least degree altered,.—Siebold’s 
Journal, Vol, 17, No, 2. 


EXTERNAL APPLICATION 
OF 
NARCOTICS IN HOOPING COUGH. 

Dra, Bow, the author of a pamphlet “ On 
the Treatment of Croup and Bronchitis, by 
the External Use of Opium,” assures us 
that he has employed this mode of treatment 
with the greatest benefit in cases of the 
above-mentioned diseases, on the principle 
“of causing a diversion of nervous influ- 
ence towards the heart and arteries, and 
thereby increasing their contractile power.” 

The following cases, however, prove that 
the external use of opium is by no means 
unattended with danger in cases of infan- 
tile diease. 

R. W., a girl, eleven months of age, 
shortly after having been vaccinated, was 
attacked early in July, 1832, with catarrh, 
which, in about fourteen days, terminated 
in hooping cough. An emetic was now ad- 
ministered, and followed up by the use of 
various antispasmodics, musk, extracts of 
hyosciamus, henbane, &c., but without 
avail, After the cough had persisted for 
six! weeks, the author, Dr. Levy, deter. 
mined on trying a method which he had 
often employed before with success in simi- 
lar cases. A small portion of the cuticle 
was removed with a blister over the region 
of the chest, and one of the following pow- 
ders applied :— 

Acetate of morphia, gr. }; 
Powdered althea root, gr. ij. Mix, and 
divide into four equal parts. 

On the next day the child did not exhibit 
any change ; after lapse of a fortnight 


the powder was again applied, but on the 
following night the child became very un- 
easy and feyerish; the next day the feyer 


was still higher, and the breathing some- 
what difficult; the skin hot and dry; the 
bowels constipated; the cough, however, 
was much diminished in intensity. A po- 
tion containing some acetate of ammonia, 
and a laxative, were administered. 

On the 10th day the symptoms were all 
aggravated; the child lay in complete 
stupor (narcotism?); the cough had disap- 
peared ; the face and extremities were the 
seat of convulsive movements. A few 
leeches were immediately applied te the 
head, with cold lotions, and in the evening 
a warm bath, with cold effusion, was or- 
dered. The child slept a few hours during 
the night of the 17th day, and in the morn- 
ing the symptoms were much diminished in 
intensity. From this time she continued to 
improve, and after the lapse of three weeks 
was entirely cured. 

In this case the symptoms of narcotism 
followed the endermic application of one- 
eighth of a grain of morphine. Professor 
Brendt has also employed the same method, 
but the results which he obtained are far 
from being encouraging. Of sixteen cases 
not less than six exhibited symptoms of 
narcotism (sopor), and here the disease was 
evidently cut short; but in the other ten 
cases, where the administration of the re- 
medjy was not pushed so far as to produce 
narcotism, four were partially relieved, and 
six received no benefit whatever. 

The external use of acetate of morphia, 
has also been employed, without success, 
by Wesner in 1831, and by Weisse and Hofl- 
mann in 1832.—Siebold’s Journal, 


ADULTERATION OF OPIUM. 

A LARGE ged of adulterated opium 
has, it is said, been recently imported from 
England to Havre, and thence conveyed to 
Paris. The fraud was fortunately de- 
tected by the circumstance of about 120 
pounds having been sold to the Pharmacy 
attached to the Parisian Hospitals. The 
director immediately detected the fraud, 
and gave information to the proper authori- 
ties, and the whole of the adulterated ma- 
terial was seized at the stores of three 
wholesale druggists. This opium bears the 
strongest resemblance to the pure opium of 
Smyrna. Its taste is analogous to that of 
good opium, but its smell is a little weaker ; 
neither the watery nor the alcoholic solu- 
tions are precipitated by ammonia. This 
opium presents a characteristic which has 
hitherto been regarded as a mark peculiar 
to the genuine drug, viz., the presence of 
transparent thin layers in the vertical sece 
tion,-Journ, de Pharm, July, 1838. 
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SESSION 1838-39. 

We embrace this early opportunity of announcing to the Conductors of Medical Schools, 
to Parents and Guardians, and to Medical Students generally, that the Stupents’ Number 
or Tue Lancet, for the Medical Session 1838-39, will be published on Saturday, 
22nd of SEPTEMBER. Hence the present Volume of Tar Lancet mast be concluded on 
Saturday the 15th of September. The Srupents’ Numser, therefore, although it will be 
published earlier this year than has been customary, will form the first Number of the 
two Volumes of this Work for 1838-39. 

As the Lecturers are thus put in early possession of our intentions, they can have no 
right to complain that accounts of their Schools, or details of their arrangements, are 
excluded from the Stupents’ Numser of our Journal, which partakes so much of the 
character of a “ Guide to the Medical Schools,” unless their Prospectuses be issued by 
about the 10th or 12th of September. 

By publishing the Srupents’ Numper or Tue Lancet at the early period mentioned, 
every Pupil will be afforded sufficient time to examine, with care and attention, the 
arrangements of all the different Medical Schools, including, of course, an ample state- 
ment of the terms, and the opportunities for attendance at the different Hospitals, before 
he will be required to pay any of his fees. The Stupents’ Nomper of the last Session 
was published only on the day before the Ist of October, when the Medical Session com- 
menced. It will now be published eight days before the business of payment and instruc- 
tion can begin, an arrangement which, it is hoped, will prove very advantageous to the 
parties who are most deeply interested in a correct and judicious occupation of thei, 


TIME. 


MURIATE OF STRYCHNINE FOR 
PARALYSIS. 

A CHILD, 3} years of age, born of healthy 
parents, remained apparently well until the 
end of April, 1834, when, without any ap- 
parent cause, it was seized with paralysis 
and convulsive movements of the upper and 
lower extremities, and paralysis of the 
tongue; the expression of the face was 
wild, and the child had been in this state 
fourteen days when the author was called 
in; he found no symptoms of fever or con- 
gestion about the head; the appetite was 
good; tongue clean; bowels natural. As 
the child had formerly passed some worms 
anthelmintics were administered, and a few 
lumbrici expelled, but without any relief; 
ou the contrary, the child became thinner 
every day. The following medicine was 
now given :— 

Nitrate of Anine, gr. i. ; dissolve in 

Alcohol, one drachm ; 

Cinnamon water, two drachms. Three 

drops thrice a day. 

The dose was gradually increased until 
the child took 30 drops or 1-10th grain of 
strychnine in the course of the day. 


After the lapse of a few days the patient’s 
condition was much improved, the convul- 
sive movements declined, and the power 
over the extremities was gradually recover- | 
ed, and at the end of six weeks the child 
was completely cured.—Seib, Journal, Vol. | 
17, No, 3.4 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications have been received from 
Mr. M. Vowel, Mr. Leeson, Mr, Howard, 
and Dr. Howison. 

Mr.T. A., Old Broad-street. We cannot 
consent to continue an useless controversy. 


The substance of Mr. Clark’s note shali 


| appear in our next number, 
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